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Gp, fly Beart! 


Walk in the light! In darkness there is fear; 
The path is dim, and evil shapes appear. 

Choose thou the sunshine, for it is thy right! 
He knows no fear whose life is in the light. 


Build on the heights! Below, in every breath, 
Lurk germs of listlessness, disease, and death. 

Life-giving air, bright days, and starlit nights, 
These are for him whose home is on the heights. 


Live near to God! In Him is life and peace, 

Strength that endures, and joys that will not cease. 
Full long thy feet the paths of doubt have trod; 
Leave thy low life! Rise up, and live with God! 


—Dr. William Pierson Merrill. 


“Follow Me’ 


Didst thou ask for a life of ease, my child? 
I trod Gologtha’s road. 

Didst thou ask for friends to cheer the way? 
Alone I bore life’s load. 


Didst thou ask for gold to pave the way? 
No home at ali had I. 

Didst thou ask for balm to heal life’s woe? 
I trusted our Father on high. 


Didst thou ask for strength to carry on? 
I live eternally. 

Dost thou ask to share My glory on high? 
Then, loved one, follow Me. 


—M. D. T. 


Success 


Can you look the world in the eye, my friend, 
With a gaze that is steady and clear, 

Calm in the thought that your heart is clean, 
You have nothing to hide nor fear? 


Can you face your tasks with a song, my friend, 

Face the hurts that the day may bring? 

Do they sometimes crush you, and leave you forlorn? 
Can you smile through them all—and sing? 


Can you close your eyes and sleep, my friend, 

In the deadly still of night, 

Serene in the thought that you’re playing the game 
With tactics clean and right? 


If your answer is ‘‘yes’’ to these things, my friend, 
And you’re also blessed with health, 
You’ve achieved what gold can never buy, 


_ You’re a man of success and wealth. 


For men may succeed in the eyes of the worla— 
Their reward is of silver and gold; 

But the man who succeeds in the eyes of God, 
Wins contentment and peace untold! 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


Italian Group 


Bertha Black Hawk, 7 years—Ilst Grade. 
(See ‘‘Birthday Greetings’’ in this aoeae? 


Abraham Little Bear, 9 years—3rd Grade : ; 
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SIGNIFICANT STAGES IN RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION AT ST. PETER’S 
CHURCH, LANCASTER, PA. 


Paul M. Limbert 


(Address delivered by Professor Limbert 
at the 30th Anniversary of the organiza- 
tion of St. Peter’s Church School.) 


(Continued from last week) 


(2) Marked changes were made in the 
eonduet of worship. The departmental 
idea was carried out here, also, with the 
conviction that children could enter more 
heartily into a service of worship which 
was especially adapted to their needs. 
Separate services of worship were ¢con- 
dueted three Sundays every month in the 
following departments: Beginners, Pri- 
mary and Junior combined, Young People, 
Men’s Class, Women’s Class. Following 
the suggestion gained from the Union 
School of Religion, once each month the 
whole school gathered for a joint wor- 
ship service, thus preserving the conscious- 
ness of the unity of the School. Care was 
taken to have all these services carefully 
prepared in advance. The new Book of 
Worship, compiled by Prof. Hartshorne, 
was introduced into the School. Young 
people were given definite part in the ser- 
vice. Every alternate Sunday one of the 
classes in the Young People’s Department 
took charge of the conduct of worship, 
aided by the teacher. In all these arrange- 
ments there was a great advance over the 
former mass worship conducted usually by 
the superintendent. 

(3) <A definite: relationship with the 
seminary was established. Seminary stu- 
dents were required as a part of their 
work to lead the services of worship oe- 
easionally and were given an opportunity 
to observe the entire work of the School. 
A community teacher training school was 
started, in which the teachers of St. 
Peter’s and other schools joined with the 
seminary students in studying the New 
Standard Teacher Training Course. Many 
graduates of the seminary in recent years 
have testified to the value of the training 
which they received in St. Peter’s School. 

(4) The organization was definitely es- 
tablished as a Church School. This imphed 
that religious education is an integral part 
of the program of the Church, not a mere 
auxiliary nor an independent organization. 
It also signified the inclusion under one 
head of all educational agenices within the 
local Church. A committee from the con- 
sistory was appointed to have special over- 
sight over religious education. 

Ill. Third Period (1924-1927). A third 
period may be designated as beginning in 
1924, although the division between the 
latter two periods is not distinct. Per- 
haps the development since 1924 is the 
fuller realization of certain principles in- 
herent in the reorganization under the 
leadership of Rev. Pilgram. To my mind 
the new era had its beginning in the sum- 
mer of 1924, when Dr. Charles Peters, of 
the Publication and Sunday School Board, 
and superintendent of St. Peter’s School, 
conducted a Vacation School along experi- 
mental lines. The first Daily Vacation 

Bible School was organized at St. Peter’s 
in 1920, but until 1924 the proceedure of 
the School followed a normal course. As 
a culmination of a close relationship with 
St. Peter’s, the Publication and 8. 8S. Board 
agreed to use this Vacation School as an 
experimental center. Dr. Peters and the 
superintendent took charge of the Primary 
and Junior Departments, respectively, and 
worked in first-hand contact with the chil- 
dren for the entire month. No printed 
course was followed, but these leaders en- 
deavored to put into practice a newer prin- 
ciple which had been gaining ground. This 
principle is va: iously known as the ‘‘pupil- 
centered’’ or ‘‘life-centered’’ viewpoint. 
It means simply that materials are to be 


regarded as secondary and the needs of 
the pupil primary, that materials and or- 
ganizations are to be adapted to the capac- 


ities, interests, and needs of individuals in 


varying stages of personal development. 


In a recent article Dr. E. S, Bromer, 
who has been in close touch with develop- 
ments at St. Peter’s, has contrasted the 
older and the newer viewpoint of the cur- 
riculum very effectively. He shows that 
the former emphasizes lessons, and the 
latter, activities; the former concentrates 
upon knowledge; the latter, upon attitudes 
and habits; the former is confined chiefly 
to the Bible; the latter draws from a field 
as wide as life itself. 

Following this experience in the Vaca- 
tion School, Dr. Peters and the superin- 
tendent carried on an experimental Week- 
day Chureh School during the fall of 1924. 
The results of both experiments were 
written down carefully and distributed in 
printed form through the denomination. 
It was inevitable that the Sunday ecurricu- 
lum itself should be modified in accord 
with the newer principle. Since 1924 the 
courses in the various departments have 
been gradually put upon the pupil-centered 
basis. Notable in the Primary and Junior 
Departments departures have been made 
fiom the beaten paths. Teachers have fre- 
quently followed no printed course of 
study, but have developed their own cur- 
riculum on the basis of the life-problems 
of the children. Increasing emphasis has 
been placed on enlisting the activity of the 
children in enterprises in which they are 
deeply interested and which afford oppor- 
tunity for the development of Christian 
character. 


In the Young People’s Division courses 
have been used without regard to follow- 
ing any single series of texts. The publi- 
cations of all companies and denomina- 
tions are eagerly scanned to find that ma- 
terial which will best fit the needs of par- 
ticular groups. Sometimes classes are car- 
ried upon a pure discussion basis. The en- 
larging experience of the pupils is the 
guide to the selection of materials, rather 
than any logical or chronological order. 


This educational principle has had an in- 
evitable influence upon the organization 
of the School. One of the major endeavors 
of the last two years has been to secure 
greater unification throughout the activi- 
ties of the School. The instruction and 
activity which takes place during the week 
has heen elosely related to the work of 
each department on Sunday. For example, 
the week-day work of the Primary and 
Junior and Junior High School Depart- 
ments continues to some extent the pro- 
gram on Sunday. One of the outstanding 
achievements has been the unification of 
the young people’s work. Instead of having 
separate organizations, called Christian En- 
deavor or Young People’s Society, this group 
which meets on Sunday evening and holds 
occasional social gatherings is identical in 
membership and officers with the Young 
People’s Department which meets on Sun- 
day morning. Thus duplication of energy 
and competition of programs is avoided. 


The departmental principle has been 
carried farther than ever before since gain- 
ing access to our new building, where more 
separate rooms are available. At present 
five departmental worship services are con- 
ducted every Sunday morning, in addition 
to the Separate sessions of the Men’s and 
Women’s Bible Classes. Each of these de- 
partments has its principal. 


Further unification has been achieved 
through the establishment of a Board of 
Religious Education, consisting of seven 
persons elected by the congregation. The 
general superintendent is now called the 
Director of Religious Education. 


(Continued next week) : 


TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE PASTORATE OF THE REV. 
WILLIAM H. BRONG, B. D. 


On January 1, 1928, anniversary services 
were held in each of the three Churches 
constituting the Plainfield Charge, of East 
Pennsylvania Classis. In the morning at 
10 A. M., at the Evangelical Church in 
Belfast, a memoir of the first pastor, the 
Rey. Theodore Ludwig Hoffeditz, was 
given by Prof. Paul L. Brong, son of the 
pastor, followed by a sermon on ‘‘The 
Offering in Worship, and the Spirit That 
Makes it Acceptable,’’ preached by Rev. 
Mr. Brong, when he appeared before the 
congregation a quarter of a century ago, 
and based on the text, ‘‘And God Had Re- 
spect Unto Abel’s Offering, But Unto 
Cain’s Offering He Had Not Respect.’’ Dr. 
J. Rauch Stein, who was present for all 
the services of the day, spoke on ‘‘ Build- 
ing Life By Days.’’ 

At St. Peter’s Church, Plainfield, there 
was a reunion at 2 P. M. of all Church 
members received in the charge during 
Rev. Brong’s pastorate. The Honorable 
Robert A. Stotz, Easton, Judge of North- 
ampton County, a schoolmate and confir- 
mation classmate of the pastor, gave a 
timely and able address on ‘‘ Character 
Building.’’ The anniversary sermon was 
preached by Dr. Stein, a theological semi- 
nary classmate of the pastor in the class 
of 1897, 
Chureh and Her Lord,’’ from the text, 
Philippians III:13. 

In the evening a third service was held 
at Trinity Chapel, Wind Gap. Miss Naomi 
L. Brong, a daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
Brong, now pursuing a course of study in 
Religious Education at Boston University, 
most impressively told Tolstoi’s story, 
‘“Where Love Is, There God Is,’’ and the 
pastor preached his introductory sermon 
used 25 years before. This was followed 
by a brief congratulatory address by Dr. 
Stein. 

Generous purses in appreciation of the 
faithful and exemplary life of their pastor 
were given him through representatives of 
the several consistories. Each congrega- 
tion had prepared programs interspersed 
with appropriate and well-rendered choir 
selections. The only regrets of the day 
were the exceedingly cold weather, mak- 
ing it difficult for the members at a dis- 
tanee to attend—though at all the services 
the Churches were comfortably filled—and 
the temporary illness of the pastor’s capa- 
ble and highly esteemed helpmate. 

Of the 18 Reformed pastors who served 
the Plainfield Charge in the almost 200 
years of its history, only two pastors ex- 
tended over a longer period than 25 years; 
that of the Rev. Thomas Pomp, who served 
52 years, and that of the Rev. Ernest W. 
Reinicke, D. D., who served 32 years. In- 
cluded in the record of these last 25 years 
of continuous service were the following 
interesting facts, to which the pastor re- 
ferred during the services of the day: 

Number of sermons preached at Chureh 
services, 3,825; addresses delivered, 3,184; 
pastoral calls made, 12,705; infants bap- 
tized, 729; adults baptized, 51; funerals 
conducted, 692; marriages solemnized, 245; 
catechetical classes conducted, 61; mem- 
bers confirmed, 687; members added by 
letter, ete., 705; total members added, 
1,389. Of the 687 confirmed, 39 died; 261 
were dismissed and erased; 387 are still 
members. Of the 705 received by letter, 
ete., 109 died; 293 were dismissed and 
erased; 303 are still members. 

Total names on roll of charge are 865; 
now active from those confirmed and re- 
ceived by letter, ete., 690; which leaves 
175 active members continuing from the 
previous pastorate. 

In addition charters were procured from 
the court of Northampton County — 


(Continued on page 23) — 
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EDITORIAL 


THE BEST NEW YEAR SALUTATION 


Preaching in Westminster Abbey on New Year’s Day, 
Bishop Gore said there could not be a better New Year’s 
Day salutation than Rom. 15:13, ‘““Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in blieving, that ye may 
abound in hope, in the power of the Holy Spirit.” We 
need hope and the courage that accompanies it to embark 
upon a new year. Always and everywhere the truly hu- 
man being is found hoping. As Schiller said, “For some- 
thing better were we born” than what we now have. But 
to many it is a difficult task to maintain hope. The best 
of modern literature is full of pessimism. An answer 
given to the question, What is an optimist? is, “The man 
compelled to live with a pessimist;” and there is great 
truth in that cynical remark. The Socialist seems to as- 
sume that if the external arrangements of property, pro- 
duction, and distribution were better, paradise would come 
back; but we know it is not so. Without undervaluing 
the necessity of social reform we should remember that 
the root of the matter lies in character. 

We have been passing through times of religious con- 
troversy, which have caused enthusiasm and excitement, 
but it was about secondary and less tmportant matters, not 
about fundamentals. The most vehement expressions of 
opinion came from people who were obviously leaving 
out all considerations but those that appealed to their 
own side. Controversies of that kind leave people em- 
bittered and disheartened and perplexed. The remedy for 
every individual in times of religious and ecclesiastical con- 
troversy is deliberately to return to the fundamentals, to 
be firmly grounded in the primary things. If we believe 
in God we can have no reason for dismay or cynic- 
ism or despondency. To believe in God is to believe that 
behind all accidents, chances, and appearances there is a 
Person and a purpose of good, One who knows and orders 
all things for a good end, and has created man a rational 
being, in order that he might co-operate with the Divine 
purpose, which is one day going to be realized. A blessed 
creed is this—most fundamental, most elementary, and 
yet most momentous in its consequences. 

Most people have a little religion now and then; they 
keep their life in departments. But God is in all things. 
The religion of theism is a magnificent religion, One who 
holds it can look out upon the world of turmoil and super- 
ficial religious controversy and one-sidedness with a great 
impartiality and a great quietness of spirit. 

Yet that the whole universe is dominated by an omnip- 
otent purpose of good, ultimately to take effect in the 


whole universe, is the most difficult act of faith; and the 
Bishop said he doubted whether mankind would ever have 
held it clearly or would keep it securely except so far 
as it developed a belief in God by belief in Jesus Christ 
as the revealer of God. Jesus spoke only about a few 
things, not matters of science but only fundamentals— 
the being of God and of man and his hopes, his perils, 
and his destiny, and about the good life which man is to 
live in correspondence with God. On those subjects He 
spoke not like a speculative philosopher, but with a tone 
of infallible authority. There were few people who could 
listen honestly to His words and manners of speech, and 
then say, “I do not believe that You know any more about 
these things than I do or any other man.” 

Christ’s life and teaching showed that seeming failure 
was not real failure. In Him we saw translated not all 
the difficult things of God, but all the things that matter 
for practical living. We saw that seeming failure was 
not real failure, and that no good effort would be lost. 
We have enough to live upon, enough to inspire us with 
unconquerable hope and to leave us untouched by the 
noise of violent and one-sided controversialists. There 
could be no better wish for the New Year than this: 
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving; that ye may abound in hope, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” —ALBERT Dawson. 

* a 


A MINISTER’S LIFE 


A minister’s son told me how his father served a num- 
ber of small congregations out in the mountains. His 
mother’s health was poor and while she slept on cold 
winter nights the father after preaching three times on 
Sunday would lay on the couch or stay up to keep the 
wood fire burning because there was scarcely enough cloth- 
ing on the beds to keep the children warm. He only re- 
ceived $300 salary that year. 

The son added: “I once asked him, ‘Father, if the years 
were rolled back and you were young and had the chance 
to begin life over again, would you be a preacher? Would 
you leave the old homestead and go out not knowing where 
you would go, or how soon you would have to move.’ Then 
my father, eighty years of age, helpless with paralysis, 
sitting in his wheel chair where he had rested for five 
years, said, ‘Son, I would rather spend my life in the min- 
istry than be a king.’ ” 


So sons and daughters of ministers have royal blood in 
their veins. 


, 
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While the preacher’s salary is small, there are many 
compensations. So many good people you come to know. 
So many hearts and homes open to take you in. So many 
scenes of joy and sorrow, so strangely blending smiles and 
tears. He mingles with rejoicing friends and then out 
of the night comes the cry, 


“Canst thou minister to a mind diseased, 

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow, 

Raze out the written troubles on the brain, 
And with some sweet oblivious antidote 
Cleanse the stuffed bosom of the perilous poison 
That presses on the heart?” 


Wonderful and varied is the preacher’s task, with that 
touch of mystery which we all feel but cannot understand. 
We come to a finer fellowship as we realize more fully 
how our lives are bound together in the love of God. 

But the years go by, the preacher is growing old, sooner 
or later some one must take his place—and that is the heart- 
breaking time. It is in that hour that the Church can be 
a comfort and help, sustaining the weary ones over the 
last hard mile of the long journey home. 

That is what Ministerial Relief and Sustentation is for. 
When we raise our funds for the care of the aged min- 
ister, we should think of it as a very sacred duty. It 
seems so hard to understand how any congregation could 
deliberately ignore this call of the Church and refuse to 
raise its quota. Or how any minister could be so blind 
and cruel as not to lead his people in making more ample 


‘provision for this cause. 


If you are not familiar with the work, drop a line to 
the Board of Ministerial Relief, 1505 Race Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania. —J. W. MEMINGER. 

x iies 


REFLECTIONS OF A CLERIC 


Many people boast of the breadth of their minds, but 
as I come to know them more intimately, I discover that 
their minds are very much like a certain Asiatic river— 
three miles wide but never more than fifteen inches deep. 

The only trouble with a lot of the good people in the 
Churches as well as without is that they are good for 
nothing. 

Some of my ministerial brethren are so fond of quot- 
ing statistics that 1 sometimes think that they have missed 
their calling: They should belong to the Government Cen- 
sus Bureau. 

The weakness of many men’s religion lies in the fact 
that it has never passed the infantile stage: They make 
loud confessions but have no deep convictions. 

Of all the despicable expressions of religion I despise 
none so much as that of the popular evangelist who, in 
prayer, speaks to God in such dictatorial tones that a 
visitor might be led to assume that the evangelist was the 
proprietor of a hotel and the Deity was his bell-hop. 

Many of my “liberal” and “emancipated’’ neighbors are 
now getting their theology, philosophy, sexology and 
laundry soap through the medium of bright colored mag- 
azines. One of the hobbies of these journals is to remind 
the world of the Church’s lack of humility as well as of 
any virtue. Now I know that real Christianity has al- 
ways been audacious; albeit, even secular historians have 
pointed out humility as one of its contributions to the 
moral and ethical thought of the world. At any rate it is 
heartening to know that both humility and audacity are 
very much alive in our age. As an example of humility 
par excellence, I would point to an advertisement which 
appeared in a recent number of the London Mercury Mag- 
azine. The advertisement reads, “To Understand Amer- 
ica, Read The American Mercury. It is edited by H. L. 
Mencken, the foremost critic of the western world. Under 
his direction it has become, in three short years, the prin- 
cipal medium of intelligent American opinion.” Can you 
beat that for humility? And for an example of audacity 
consider these words of Dr. Paul Elmer More who, writ- 
ing of the decadence of popular literature in America 
(Forum, Jan., 1928) says, “* * * meanwhile the field is 


left open to mere impudence and noise; and the critical 
ideas of the immature and ignorant are formed by brawl- 
ing vulgarians like H. L. Mencken who, in stentorian 
tones, champion any crude product of modernism which 
appeals to their own half educated taste.” 
—A Reformed Parson. 
x oe x 


A CONQUERING FAITH 


Rarely does one find in a daily newspaper so discriminat- 
ing an estimate of a Christian minister as in the editorial 
of The New York Sun on the late Dr. Cornelius Woelfkin, 
pastor emeritus of the Park Avenue Baptist Church. It 
is interesting both because of its source and because of its 
clear exposition of a point of view. The Sun of Jan. 7 
says: 

‘In the steadily growing group of Protestant clergymen 
identified with the modern trend toward Christian liberal- 
ism Dr. Cornelius Woelfkin, who died in this. city yester- 
day, was for upward of forty years an outstanding figure. 
Thoroughly skilled as a theologian, he nevertheless re- 
garded theology as but a kind of traveler’s guide to the 
Christian life. A scholar in all subjects relating to creed 
and dogma, he still insisted that dogma was not religion. 
Religion he defined in an address to a graduating class at 
Rutgers as an ‘urge of divine discontent that goes out, not 
knowing whither, but seeking a country larger and. victori- 
ous over a world that threatens and imprisons life. He 
believed the Christian faith gave the power for such a 
victory. 

“Undisturbed by the intellectual and spiritual confusion 
he often beheld around him, Dr. Woelfkin continually 
proclaimed the triumphs of a regnant faith. He was a 
believer to whom the word ‘evolution’ had no terrors, for 
to him it helped to explain religious growth as well as 
physical growth. Different persons, he thought, have dif- 
ferent religious needs and therefore require different forms 
of worship, but at_the bottom he held that all religious 
men belong to the same fundamental fellowship. 

“Surveying his own age this great preacher found it 
good, in spite of the lamentations of those who are ready 
to suspect that the golden days are all in the past. Fewer 
persons go to Church in New York nowadays than for- 
merly, he was wont to say; but he found compensation in 
what he described as ‘great currents of religious feeling 
throughout the city,’ as proved by ‘the overwhelming re- 
sponse given to every spiritual movement which is carried 
on here.’ 

“Indeed, Dr. Woelfkin appeared strongly to suspect that 
the chief hope for a higher level of spirituality is to be 
found in the cities, because of the concentration of educa- 
tion in them, and not in the country, where conservative 
tendencies are most marked. He was a profound believer 
in the efficacy of education as an agency for undermining — 
bigotry, superstition and intolerance. True religion and 
true science he envisioned as moving together hand in hand 
to enlighten and to uplift man. His own faith was essen- 
tially militant, as was evident in these stirring words he 
addressed to a graduating class at Brown University: 
‘Civilized man has outgrown the struggle of the jungle, 
but in the upward reaches of life higher issues still are 
challenging us to enter the good fight of faith. Get into 
the fight and pursue it with passion, and you will find 
that ‘this is the victory that overcometh the world—even 
our faith.’ ” ae 

Dr. Woelfkin’s last book, Expanding Horizons, closed — 
with some pertinent notes on immortality which are fgod © 
tingly reprinted in this issue. They should help us to 
cherish the memory of this great soul who made so pre . 
found an, impression for good on so many lives. ! 

he sab ea oe . 


A TEACHER’S REGRET 


The truly great scholar is always humble. ae 
mark of inferiority. It has ever been true that th 
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are doing the greatest work in the world are least con- 
scious of superior attainments and achievements. Indeed, 
not infrequently they are inclined to under-estimate the 
importance of their ministry and to regard themselves as 
utterly unprofitable servants. 

One of our greatest teachers, universally beloved, wrote 
sometime ago about one of his former students who is 
himself essaying to teach. “I was delighted to hear from 
him,” he said, “even though it was a very poignant re- 
minder of my failure to get him interested in the study 
of my subject. ‘I meant well, tried a little, failed much,’ 
as Stevenson once said, but I was particularly fond of 
him and to fail in his case was a sore disappointment. 
It is a joy to me to know that he is making good in spite 
of bad teaching. How many boys do that! God be 
praised! I have come to the conclusion that so far as the 
successful achievement of a student is concerned, four- 
fifths of the merit belongs to him and only the remaining 
one-fifth to his teachers.” 

There are many thousands who have sat at the feet of 
great teachers who will not agree with this estimate. The 
classic definition of a university (Mark Hopkins on one 
end of a log and a student on the other) rightly exalted 
the preponderating influence of outstanding personalities, 
towering high above buildings, laboratories and equip- 
ment of all sorts. It may be true that even the best of 
teachers will fail to get certain students interested in the 
particular subject they are presenting; and yet in a thous- 
and ways they are helping to mold the thinking and the 
lives of their students, far beyond anything these humble 
men imagine. A man was speaking about one of his dear 
old teachers the other day with deep emotion. There 
were tears in his eyes as he voiced his regret over the sor- 
row and disappointment he had often proved to be to that 
teacher. 
thing for me,” he said, “and yet he influenced me more 
than any other man ever did, and I owe him more than 
I can repay.” We believe that this expresses the debt of 
gratitude which many feel in their hearts for great leaders 
of thought who have held aloft the noblest ideals of human 
conduct and character and have tried faithfully to instruct 
and edify, to train and discipline, to exhort, reprove and 
rebuke, and best of all to give an inspiring example to 
their students. Such men and women truly belong to the 
immortals. ae 


“PEN-PICTURES IN THE UPPER ROOM” 


Dr. Bernard C. Clausen, of the First Baptist Church of 
Syracuse, New York, is known to many of us through his 
previous volumes on “Pen-Portraits of the Prophets” and 
“Pen-Portraits of the Twelve.’ In this new volume this 
brilliant preacher illuminates the episodes of the Last Sup- 
per. This solemn rite, which has been called by us “the 
inmost sanctuary of the whole Christian worship,” has in- 
deed an ever fascinating beauty for the devout soul, and 
a book like this, which is designed in its 14 chapters to 
focus our attention upon the Lord’s Supper, should help 
to deepen and enrich the celebration of the Communion 
service for many. It is a Revell book and costs $1.50. It 
is safe to say that if you master this book you should be 
better prepared to share in the holy sacrament “in remem- 
brance of Him.” pay 


“THE REFORMED CHURCH PULPIT” 

At last we have seen the book for the appearance of 
which many have long been waiting—the volume of ser- 
mons by twenty-five pastors of our denomination, which 
has been edited by the Rev. Frederick K. Stamm, with 
introduction by Dr. Joseph Fort Newton. It is fitting 
that an adequate review should appear later in the MeEs- 
SENGER, from the pen of some writer who is not rep- 
resented in the book. At this time we wish merely, for 
the benefit of our readers, to call attention to the signifi- 
cance of this volume, as our denomination is one of very 
few to have such a book containing so many messages from 
the men of its own ministry. We have confidence to be- 


“He thought he had failed utterly to do any-- 


lieve that this enterprise on the part of the editor will 
be appreciated, not only by our pastors, but in many of 
our Reformed Church homes. f 

The writers represented in the book are as follows: 
Allen R. Bartholomew, Elmer L. Coblentz, Charles E. 
Creitz, Paul J. Dundore, David Dunn, J. Albert Eyler, 
Addison H. Groff, Theodore F. Herman, Edgar F. Hoff- 
meier, Harold B. Kerschner, Henry Nevin Kerst, William 
I. Kosman, Paul Seibert Leinbach, John Nathan LeVan, 
Hobart D. McKeehan, Allan S. Meck, Paul Reid Pontius, 
Henry H. Ranck, George Warren Richards, Charles D. 
Rockel, Walter W. Rowe, Afred Nevin Sayres, Charles 
Edmund Schaeffer, Fred D. Wentzel, and Daniel J. Wet- 
zel. The volume costs $2.50 net. Have you sent in your 
order? ; 

* ok Ok 


A NOTABLE EPITAPH 


The celebration of the 222nd anniversary of the birth 
of that many-sided American, Benjamin Franklin, has 
reminded us once again of the debt of gratitude we owe 
to him for his manifold services in the early days of the 
Republic. Benjamin Franklin has not been spared by the 
“poison pens” of our latter day iconoclasts, whose chief 
enjoyment in life appears to be the attempt to demolish 
the reputation of those whose memories have been our chief 
inspiration through the years. But this master-printer, 
statesman, and diplomat rightly maintains a high place in 
the regard and affections of mankind, and our children and 
children’s children will continue to derive lessons from his 
homely virtues and his cosmopolitan spirit. 

Among the things we may well remember is the famous 
epitaph of Benjamin Franklin, written in his own hand- 
writing, at the age of 22, and which is to be found on his 
tomb in Philadelphia. It reads as follows: 


“Epitaph written in 1728 
The body of 
B. Franklin, Printer 
(Like the cover of an old book 
Its contents torn out 
And stript of its lettering and 
Gilding ) 
Lies here, Food for Worms. 
But the Work shall not be lost; 
For it will, (as he believed) ap- 
pear once more, 
In a new and more elegant edition, 
Revised and corrected 
By the Author.” 


The Parables of Safed the Sage 


THE PARABLE OF THE REVOLT OF YOUTH 


I was riding in a Bus from one city unto another, and 
there came a man and sate beside me, and he and I got 
into Conversation. And he said, What dost thou think 
of the Revolt of Youth? 

And I said, By this time, the world should have grown 
fairly used to it. For it began when Adam and Eve 
raised Cain, and hath been in progress ever since. 

And he said, But this seemeth unto me to be worse 
now. 


And I said, It is and it is not. For it is no longer a 
problem to be easily settled by the Migration of the 
Pioneer. 

And he said, What is this that thou dost affirm? 

And I said, In all past generations in this land of ours, 
Youth hath revolted and Gone West. That was the solu- 
tion of the problem for the Bravest and also for the Most 
Obstreperous. But now there is no such Solution. It 
is all very well to laud the spirit of the Pioneer, but the 
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world is mainly controlled from Settled Communities, and 
the Open Road of the Pioneer cometh up against a Sign 
saying Keep Off the Grass, or Detour, or Verboten. Where- 
fore must Revolting Youth try a new method. 

And he said, What is that? 

And I said, Revolting Youth must wake up to the fact 
that the Elder Generation is no longer to be Escaped 
From, but must be Regenerated, and it is up to Revolting 
Youth, which is not likely to have so many Children of 
its own to bring up, to discover whether it can bring up 
Parents wisely and well. For now must Revolting Youth 
live in the same general area with the Elder Generation, 
its own Parents or the Parents of other Revolting Youth. 

And he said, Hast thou any Prediction as to how it will 
come out? 

And I said, Revolting Youth hath one important Ally, 
and his name is Anno Domini. It is he who very soon 
will remove the Elder Generation out of the way, and 


COMMUNICATIONS 


give unto Revolting Youth a chance to deal with the Re- 
volt of those who are still more Youthful and more Re- 
volting. But the elder Generation hath an Ally also, and 
that is the Experience of the Generations. 

And he said, How many Generations hast thou in thine 
Experience ? 

And I said, All of them, but chiefly three, that of my 


Parents, that of my own lifetime Thus Far, and that of my 
(Children. 


And just then the Bus slowed down for my station, 
and as I was getting off, he inquired of me, Dost thou 
think that Revolting Youth can safely handle the World 
when we leave it to them, even the Schools, the Churches, 
the Literature, the Art, the Manufacture, the Transporta- 
tion and the Politicks? 

And I said, I do not think they can make a much worse 
Mess of it than we have made. 


Jesus, The Human Life of God 


Daniel Webster was once asked whether 
he fully comprehended Jesus Christ. ‘‘No, 
sir, I cannot; and I should be ashamed to 
acknowledge Him as my Savior if I could. 
If I could comprehend Him, He could be 
no greater than myself, and I need a super- 
human Savior.’’ 

It is certain that God only can forgive 
sin; and if the claim of Jesus to forgive 
sins is valid, then He is God. Henry Van 
Dyke beautifully. expressed who and what 
Jesus was when he said that He lived the 
human life of God. However mysterious 
the doctrine of the Incarnation may be, 
this must be true—that God put all of Him- 
self into Jesus that He could put into per- 
sonality; and since God is a person, why 
could not all the fulness of the Godhead 
dwell in Christ bodily? 

So often articles written to prove the 
Deity of Jesus try to do so by an exposi- 
tion of the Bible passages bearing on the 
subject. That is well and good for Chris- 
tians, but it does not meet the demands 
and even the needs of those who do not 
receive the Bible as an inspired book. Is 
there no other way to convince them that 
Jesus is God manifested in the flesh? 


It seems to me that there are other argu- 
ments which may be adduced to carry con- 
viction to a candid mind of the truth of 
this teaching. Here is one argument that 
should have foree—the early Christians be- 
lieved that Jesus was God. Were they all 
deluded persons? There were many thou- 
sands of them. Their number increased 
rapidly—so rapidly that in three hundred 
years the Roman Empire became, at least 
nominally, Christian. Were they all mis- 
taken? Among them were many learned 
men. The apostles were no dunces. A 
band of a dozen dunces could not trans- 
form a civilization on the basis of a false- 
hood. Paul was a leader and a learned 
man, one of the greatest men of all time. 
What would they have gained by impos- 
ture? What risks they ran. How many 
lost their lives rather than surrender their 
faith. They preached their faith not only 
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Then in the second place, there is the 
life of Paul. The conversion of Paul has 
for centuries been an insuperable obstacle 
in the way of infidelity. Time and again 
they have attempted to prove that it did 
not occur, but today there are few facts, 
if any, in the history of those days more 
firmly established. Men, fair-minded men, 
have sought to prove it untrue, but have 
not only found it true, but have met Jesus 
and been converted in the search. The 
gieat apostle was an educated man. His 
letters prove it and are the spiritual food 
of hundreds of millions of people today all 
over the world. Seeing Jesus completely 
transformed his life and work. He is one 
of the world’s greatest benefactors. Can 
such a life be based on a figment of the 
imagination? Paul’s life is a powerful 
argument for the Deity of Jesus. 

An additional argument for the Deity of 
our Lord is the evidence furnished by 
prophecy. It is not possible to read many 


THE AVIATOR’S PRAYER 
Dr. Frank Grether 


Eternal God, Whose mighty hand 
Has poured the seas and shaped the 
land, 
The stars Thy majesty declare, 
And homing birds, Thy tender care. 


O God, the boundless universe 
Doth night and day Thy praise re- 
hearse; 
All beautiful Thy works appear 
And fiash the signal, God is near. 


I confidently look to Thee, 
Thou Ruler of the land and sea, 
To be my Guard, to lead me right, 
As through the skies I take my 
flight. 


And O my Father, when I die 
Swing wide the portals of the sky; 
For Jesus’ sake admit me then 


of the Old Testament prophecies and not 
believe that they referred to Him and were 
fulfilled in Him. Notice some of them: 
He comes of the Tribe of Judah; He comes 
ot the Royal line of David; He is born of 
a virgin; He is born in Bethlehem; the 
prophesied forerunner prepared the way; 
the Spirit of God is upon Him; His mission 
is to all the world; He suffers and dies; 
He is betrayed; another is chosen to fill 
the betrayer’s place; He is scourged, 
mocked and abused; He suffers in silence; 
He is crucified, hands and feet pierced; 
vinegar and gall are given Him; His gar- 
ments are divided; in His death He is both 
with the wicked and the rich; He is raised 
from the dead; He ascends into Heaven; 
He sends the Holy Spirit; He makes the 
Gospel a new covenant with all men. All 
of these prophecies were made from 4000 
B. C. to the fall of man. They were never 
fulfilled in any other person, and ciruem- 
stances are such today that they never can 
be fulfilled in the life of any other person. 
Their fulfillment could only take place in 
a Divine being. This must carry conviction 
of His Deity. 

Another argument is the story of the life 
of Jesus as told in the Bible. Critics with- 
out number have ransacked every nook and 
corner of the world to find evidence to 
prove the Bible story a fraud or the pro- 
duct of feeble, deluded, deceived men. All 
kinds of theories have been advanced, the 
mythical theory, the legendary theory and 
others, but no man of any weight now 
offers these theories to disprove His story. 
He taught a perfect life and what no 
other man ever did before—He exemplified 
the ideal life in His character. There was 
in Him all we could want in a God. There 
was nothing in Him we would not want 
in a God. Who else but God could thus 
live? He was consciously God. Could this 
perfect Being be altogether deceived as to 
Himself? His followers worshipped Him. 
Men gave Him 701 titles conferring Deity © 
upon Him. Was all this a blunder? These 
things deepen our conviction that He was 
God. 


far away, but also at Jerusalem and in all 
Palestine. When we remember what it 
cost them and the change in the life of the 
world which their work wrought, we must 
believe that they were impelled by a great 
fact, the Deity of Christ. 


To my eternal home. Amen. 


Plymouth, Wis., 
January 12, 1928. 


Possibly the most powerful argument for __ 
the Divinity of Jesus is His resurrection, — 
No one can tell the uncounted efforts made 
by His foes to keep Him confined in the 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea, but im 
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vain. Senator Cushman K. Davis, a learned 
historian, said years ago that something 
happened in the time of Christ that 
changed the world; that the resurrection 
of Christ would account for it, but nothing 
else would. Then must it not be true? The 
many efforts to disprove the resurrection 
have been just as unsuccessful as the 
efforts to disprove other facts connected 
with Jesus; the resurrection of Jesus is 
the one really fundamental doctrine of 
Christianity. There is no room here to 
fully argue it, not even partially. There 
is space only to enumerate the arguments 
which have been deemed sufficient to es- 
tablish this doctrine. 


(1) No one has proved or ean prove it 
is not true. 


(2) No particle of matter can be 
changed into nothing. It is inconceivable. 
How then can the greatest thing God ever 
made—a person—be annihilated? 


(3) The nature of man, His body only 
grows to perfection. He never gains the 
knowledge of God, and nature and man and 
himself here. He never attains the per- 
fection of character and life here he so 
much craves. Does God mean to mock him 
by disappointing him? No. Who can be- 
lieve it? When there must be another 
sphere where man’s thirst for knowledge 
and life will be satisfied. 

(4) The universal longing for immor- 
tality. 

(5) The well-nigh universal belief in it. 

(6) The inequalities of rewards and 
punishments here on earth—God must be 
just; but no justice takes place on earth. 
Then God must have another sphere where 
justice must be done. Otherwise He can- 
not be God. 


(7) The analogies of nature. 


(8) Master minds have always believed 
it. 


(9) Conscience, the ethical, implies the 
eternal. 

(10) Man’s ec:eation in the image of 
God. There is something Divine in man 
and this Divine can never die. 

(11) God’s nature is love. Love lives 
on love.- If God wants our love now, He 
will want it forever. 


Adding together all these arguments we 
have the argument for the resurrection of 
Jesus and man. If then it is true that He 
arose fiom the dead, then the atonement 
on the cross and the incarnation must be 
true. Ah, yes, God came to man and united 
Himself to man in Jesus Christ. 


God in Christ is light, and we shall yet 
have the Divine intelligence; God in Christ 
is love, and we shall yet have the Divine 
unselfishness; God in Christ is holy, and 
we shall yet have the Divine sinlessness; 
God in Christ is peace, and we shall yet 
have the Divine rest. All through Christ! 
All through Christ! 


Intellectual Responsibility 


By DR. GEORGE E. HUNTLEY, in “The Christian Leader’ 


(A Letter That Might Be Written to a Young Minister Who Might 'Exist, and Which Contains So Much Good 
Sense That You Cannot Afford to Miss It) 


My Dear Gerald: 

You have been graduated! That means 
that you have been commissioned, chal- 
lenged, commanded. ‘‘To whomsoever 
much is given, of him shall much be re- 
quired.’’ You have been gifted with a 
first-class mind and you have been blessed 
with a first-class education. Now be a 
first-class man—else shame upon you! 
Your degree of ‘‘B. A.’’ should mean 
‘*Bachelor of Ambition,’’ and your degree 
of ‘‘B. D.’’ should mean ‘‘Bachelor of 
Determination.’’ 

Now that you are entering a new phase 
of life, stepping from college to Church, 
you ought to pause and consider very care- 
fully some of your further efforts for self- 
development. I charge you to keep your- 
self intellectually respectable. You are 
honored with the custodian of your mind. 
Give it good diet, keep it clean, and make 
it work. As your graduation gift I am 
sending you a copy of one of the richest, 
most delightful and mose useful books ever 
written—‘‘The Intellectual Life,’’ by 
Philip Gilbert Hamerton. Read it until it 
is worn out and then (the sooner the bet- 
ter) appeal to me for a second copy. 

1. If your mental life is to be at all 
worthy, one of the first requirements is 
that in all your thinking and writing and 
speaking you shall define your terms with 
absolute precision. Despise vagueness. 
Abhor a fog. In accordance with this rule, 
state to yourself exactly what, for a twen- 
tieth century minister, is intellectual re- 
spectability. I hazard the guess that, 
whatever may be your particular phrase- 
ology, you will conclude that to be entitled 
to his own respect and that of his fellows 
the modern clergyman must seek such cul- 
ture as will make his career most satisfy- 
ing to himself and most serviceable to 
mankind. Very simple? Yes, but funda- 
mental to a rightly adjusted life. 

2. Such a mind as is implied in the fore- 
going definition will force a man to re- 
quire of himself a personality in every 
way well proportioned. I remember to 
have seen on the walls of your room photo- 
graphs of Michelangelo’s statues of David 
and Moses. Study them with care. Some 
day you will go to Florence and Rome, and 
you will see the matchless figures them- 
selves. Walk around and around the sta- 
tues, observing them from every possible 
angle. Then allow yourself to be impressed 
with the perfect symmetry that the master 


artist has attained in the body of the 
youth and in the body of the majestic law- 
giver. Not a member too small as related 
to the whole! Not a member too large! 
Every muscle appropriately developed! 
Every position indicating fullness of 
power! 

You will be thrilled by the thought and 
the art of Michelangelo. I hope that he 
will make you determined to have a ro- 
bust physique, for without it you can not 
render your rightful service to the world. 
I hope also that you will perceive his sym- 
bolism, and be won by his deeper sugges- 
tion that there should be adequate and pro- 
portionate development of every human 
power, bodily, intellectual and spiritual. 
Alas, that some men are physical giants, 
but intellectual weaklings! Alas that 
others are physical weaklings, but intel- 
lectual giants! 

Just now we are concerned with the 
ideal of the well-rounded intellectual 
self. Take your dictionary and rid your- 
self of any narrow conception of the intel- 
lect. The balanced and efficient man not 
only reads, reasons and remembers, but he 
relates properly all that he acquires. So 
you must seek to develop your intellect in 
all its phases and functions. 

3. You will not be prepared to take a 
very broad view of genuine culture and 
also to refuse and refute the petty notions 
with which some self-styled ‘‘intellec- 
tuals’’ have burdened the world. Who is 
the ignorant man, who is the educated 
man? Probably the angels smile at our 
human estimates. One man pores over the 
ancient classics and considers himself 
cultured. Another knows the life of the 
bird and the bee. One man can speak 
more languages than were heard at Pente- 
cost, and he is very proud. Another knows 
how to make plants grow and blossom and 
multiply. One man can talk glibly about 
the fourth dimension and the law of rela- 
tivity, and he thinks that he is an intel- 
lectual giant. Another ‘‘looks through 
Nature up to Nature’s God.’’ One man is 
thoroughly informed about ‘‘humanism’’ 
and ‘‘behaviorism,’’ and he is exalted in 
his own eyes. Another understands hu- 
manity and leads men to behave with lov- 
ing-kindness. A peasant may be wiser 
than a philosopher. A real student may 
develop his intellect on a farm or in a fac- 
tory, while a blunderer may be ‘‘educat- 
ed’? away from vital truth. Dear Gerald, 


‘fall things are yours.’’ 
ture. Say often: 


Despise no cul- 


‘‘T am the owner of the sphere, 
Of the seven stars and the solar year, 
Of Caesar’s hand, and Plato’s brain, 
Of Lord Christ’s heart, and Shakes- 
speare’s strain.’’ 


4. A man of the best intellectual 
power will be able to live in helpful touch 
with the people to whom he speaks and 
with whom he associates. This is some- 
thing particularly to be remembered by the 
Christian minister. Please keep in mind 
the sentence that ought to be the begin- 
ning of every course in homileties—the 
best sermon is the one that does the most 
good. You will rate as very poor, then, any 
discourse that can not be understood by 
the audience to whom it is addressed. 
Many ministers take considerable false 
pride in ‘‘preaching over the heads of the 
people,’’ when, in fact, they do nothing 
of the kind, but simply lack that first ele- 
ment in good teaching or good preaching, 
the power to establish and maintain a 
point of contact. It was said of a supreme 
leader that the common people heard him 
gladly; yet his message was deep enough 
for even twentieth century scholasties. 
And outside of the pulpit to be sure to 
seek that true culture which shall give you 
mind- fellowship and heart-fellowship with 
all sorts and conditions of men. Beware 
of any pretended intellectualism that sepa- 
rates you from sympathy with even the 
least of those who are in need. 

5. If you are to be intellectually re- 
spectable you must have the power to 
concentrate your thoughts upon any im- 
portant matter that is before you. If you 
were in some great gathering where a re- 
port was being read upon a subject of ex- 
treme moment, and you allowed your at- 
tention to be caught by one or two pecu- 
liar phrases and thereafter had to confess 
that your mind wandered from the prin- 
cipal theme, you would do yourself no in- 
justice if you felt decidedly humble. 

6. Intellectual power is manifested in 
the ability to pursue a subject persistently 
and consistently through its many con- 
plex ramifications. It is quite easy to have 
a surface knowledge about millions of mat- 
ters. It is difficult to dig deeper and then 
deeper and then deeper and deeper. It is 
simple to take one or two steps in a logical 
process. It is difficult to follow through 
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to a worth-while conelusion. Work your 
brain until it perspires and groans. 

7. Beware, Gerald, of the temptation to 
substitute reading for reflection, a subtle 
temptation in these days, when books, very 
good books, are being published as never 
before. A young minister boasted to me 
that he read at least five books a week. 
Well, he could remember some of the titles! 

8. The truly intellectual man will never 
mistake vocabulary for vitality, nor pro- 
lixity for profundity. On my desk is a 
copy of a pamphlet written by a man who 
has enough degrees to require nearly the 
whole alphabet after his name. As his 
work was to be issued by a great univer- 
sity, he apparently thought that he must 
use no simple word when a long and tech- 
nical substitute could be found. His ideas 
when at last they are ferreted out are not 
difficult and not uncommon. But he has 
earefully hidden them under a vast ver- 
bosity. To him should be commended 
Mark Twain’s description of a pedant who 
indulged in four-syllable words and one- 
syllable ideas. 


9. Keep your sense of humor and your 
sense of proportion. It is a false and ri- 
diculous intellectualism that takes itself 
too seriously. In proportion to the vast 
unknown, that which is known to even the 
wisest man in the world is but infinitesi- 
mal. Laugh at yourself once in a while, 
especially if you find yourself getting a 
little supercilious and patronizing toward 
those who seem to you inferior. The older 
you grow the more you will appreciate 
the saying of Barrie in ‘‘The Little Min- 
ister,’? ‘*Gavin, my boy, life is one long, 
long lesson in humility.’’ 


Gerald, I wish you could have heard 
two speakers who recently, on different 
occasions, appeared in Boston. The first 
was a young man. He came on the plat- 
form, full of pride, evidently condescend- 
ing in spirit, confident in his scholasticism. 
He was careful in grammar and inerrant in 
pronunciation. His address, however, was 
a flat failure, because from the beginning 
he repelled and offended his audience. The 
other was a president of a great labor or- 


ganization, who came to our ministers’ 
meeting to speak on matters that pressed 
sore upon his big, loving heart. His edu- 
cation had been, not in the schools, but in 
the mines. He broke every rule of gram- 
mar. He said ‘‘them’’ for ‘‘those’’? and 
“‘them’’ for ‘‘they.’’? He used few long 
words and such as he did use he generally 
mispronounced. But his thought was clear. 
He proceeded with absolute accuracy from 
point to point. He illustrated with mag- 


netism. An orator? He would smile at 
the title. But he was an orator, for he 
made his hearers understand him, and 


agree with him, and resolve to go out and 
share in his work. 

Do not mistake my meaning. Correet 
grammar is good. Accurate rhetorie is 
good. Abundant information is good. The 
erudition of the books is good. But clear 
thought is better. And human understand- 
ing is better. And Christian sympathy is 
better. I pray that you may have them 
all. 

Yours with permanent friendship, 


‘The Pedagogue.’’ 


Scientific Attitude Toward the Study of the Rural 


DR, 


The rural Church has been a subject for 
diagnosis now for a number of years. It 
is a question whether it has yet, in any in- 
stance, been subjected to real scientific 
study. It is the proposal of this article 
to forget all about rural Church mortality 
and mobility statistics and thus escape the 
pathological approach to the problem of 
rural Church analysis. Just so long as we 
look at the rural Church as-a sick patient, 
just that long will we probably continue 
to offer something approaching patent 
medicine cures for its ills. Wouldn’t it 
be worth while to attack a study of the 
rural Church with something approaching 
a scientific frame of mind, looking at it as 
an agency or institution which must live 
and work and die because of the cireum- 
stances and facts which condition its 
being? 

What is the Essence of Scientific Attitude? 

I suppose there are a hundred detailed 
things that one might list as indexes to a 
scientific approach. Some of them would 
probably be subject to question or con- 
troversy. I shall name just two, both of 
which I believe are sufficiently broad in 
statement to be accepted by all scientists 
or indeed by every one. They are: (1) 
that science insists that we shall not reach 
conclusions except on the basis of facts, 
and; (2) that every fact or phenomenon 
is explainable in terms of antecedent or 
conditioning circumstances. 

{ don’t mean that science or scientists 
expect facts themselves to appear spon- 
taneously out of the air or an explanation 
of facts to spring automatically from ob- 
served phenomena. What I do mean to 
say is that a real scientist starts with no 
prejudices or preconceived conclusions 
much less with any idea of what ought to 
be. He simply goes out to find facts and 
his attitude is like that expressed by 
Huxley in a letter to Kingsly, in which he 


- Developing and Using Local Talent 


REV. C. J. SNYDER, Pastor of Reformed Church, Honey Creek Commun‘ty, Dawson, Nebraska 


There is a frequently voiced wail con- 
cerning the scarcity of ‘‘talent’’ in the 
rural Church. It can be well contended 
that development of local talent depends 
upon three factors—information, initiative, 
and experience—and that it rests upon the 


Church Responsibility 


c. D. TAYLOR, Dean of Graduate School, North Carolina State College 


said: ‘‘Sit down before a fact as a little 
child, be prepared to give up every pre- 
conceived notion, follow humbly wherever 
and to whatever abysses nature leads, or 
you shall never learn content and peace of 
mind. I resolved at all risks to do this.’’ 
Furthermore the scientist assumes that 
everything he sees is what it is by right 
of an adequate set of causes or condition- 
ing circumstances. His first step and pur- 
pose is to find what the facts are. His 
second step is to get an explanation of why 
they are just what they are. Only then 
can you get him to draw conelusions. If 
he goes further than this it will be only 
to insist that any activity or program 
which violates the facts, conditions and 
relations which he has discovered will 
suffer failure sooner or later. 

Principles to Follow if a Scientific Ap- 
proach is to Be Made to a Study of 
Rural Church Responsibility 

If what we have said above describes a 
scientifie attitude of approach to a faet or 
situation, then obviously the first step to 
a study of the rural Church’s responsibil- 
ity will be a willingness to face the facts 
without prejudice, preconception or any 
conclusions about what ought to be. The 
idea that the rural Church must be saved 
or that it ought to be this or that wouldn’t 
enter. Some of the sought for facts would 
be: (1) The measurable or at least recog- 
nizable services which the Church renders 
to the day by day life of rural individuals 
and rural communities. (2) The pedagogi- 
cal efficiency of Sunday Schools. (3) The 
fruitfulness or sterility of Church cere- 
monies. (4) The effects of sectarianism 
and other theological dogmas have upon 
human thinking and community harmony. 


(5) The influence of preaching upon be- 
havior. (6) The feasible and practicable 
division of labor of the Church among 


other rural institutions and agencies. These 


country pastor: (1) to secure for his more 
promising human material such informa- 
tion on Chu:ch activities elsewhere as will 
awaken hopes of duplication or adaptation 
for the local ‘field; (2) to guide the 
awakening initiative in those whom he 


six queries are not all, They may be only 
the critical ones. I state them as a chal- 
lenge. If they stir up resentment or preju- 
dice then they indicate how far we are 
from that frame of mind essential to a 
scientific approach to our study of the 
Chureh, 

Once these and similar pertinent facts 
and conditions are discovered, a scientific’ 
attitude will demand a willingness to con- 
struct, reconstruct if necessary, the Church 
program, Church location and maybe the~ 


“Church organization upon the basis of the 


facts and conditions that are known. If 
this means remaking the whole order of 
service at the Sunday meetings there 
should be no dodging. If it means giving 
up certain traditional approaches to the 
community and adopting whole new and 


radieally different community services the — 


Chureh will do it. If it means abandoning 
many whole rural Church plants and pres- 
ent congregational organizations it won’t 
blink. If it means putting every activity 
of the Church to the test of its wo: th while 
influence upon individual behavior and 
community life it will eagerly do so and 
just as eagerly drop from its program 
every thing which doesn’t meet the test. 

If I might state a couple of scientifie 
shibboleths as concluding remarks they 
may summarize what I have tried to say 
and furnish cues for our attitudes toward 
rural Church activities. ‘‘The game of sei- 
ence is to cateh yourself in your own mis- 
takes before someone else catches you.’’ 
“‘The funetions of both science and re- 
ligion are to discover truth and propogate — 
it and to discover error and destroy it.”” 
Many persons who think they are ardent in 
behalf of propogating t:uth lose their eour- 
age when it comes to destroying errors. 
The scientist believes one is as important 
as the other, ‘ 
Church. 


hopes to build into his leadership s 
and (3) to make as certain as pos 
the early ventures in responsibi 
give sufficient satisfactions 
sponsibilities will be assumed 
This requested brief article a 
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of but a few instances of the development 
and use of talent in this congregation. 

Two of the needs first felt after begin- 
ning work here were turned over to a So- 
cial Cabinet nominated by the pastor and 
passed upon by the consistory. This group 
was carefully chosen for training in con- 
ducting age-group socials and for fostering 
a Lyceum Course. Certainly not everyone 
chosen proves capable of planning and con- 
ducting social functions for groups within 
the Chureh or community; but there has 
been discovered some splendid leadership, 
able now to take a large share of this re- 
sponsibility. For four years the pastor 
earried considerable direct responsibility 
in carrying on the Lyceum. But a group 
of men were being trained to conduct this 
activity; and so for the past five years the 
pastor has had little direct responsibility, 
simply assisting in selecting the course. 
And our course, in an open country com- 
munity, compares favorably with those in 
towns of 3,000 population. 

One of the greatest aids in finding avail- 
able talent is the use of such study books 
as. ‘‘Churehes of Distinction,’’ ‘‘Success- 
ful Methods,’’ courses based on the Pro- 
ceedings of the American Country Life As- 
sociation, etc. Such courses enable the 
pastor to notice the individuals who make 
response to types of activities in other 
Churches; it gives opportunity to suggest 
Teasons why certain ventures have not 
been attempted locally; opens the way for 
discussion of obstacles to be met and the 


opportunities within the parish. These 
courses (seldom ealled ‘‘study courses’’) 
have been tried in the women’s association, 
special groups, and will have a place in 
the plans of the recently formed Brother- 
hood. 

Perhaps one of the most gratifying uses 
of talent came about in the development 
of our orchestra. Such a step had been 
dreamed of, but when the musically train- 
ed niece of our chorister came to spend the 
summer vacation, it began to take shape. 
The aunt and niece interviewed parents 
about securing instruments, ete. With 
some encouragement here and there, the 
orchestra began practicing; and in early 
fall a creditable concert was given by a 
group in which there were many who had 
not played at all before that summer! That 
niece came again for another summer. In 
her honor the name chosen is Crystal 
Symphony Orchestra. Afterwards one of 
our own girls had had sufficient training 
to conduct the sixteen-piece orchestra. 
There have been changes in personnel, but 
the orchestra lives on and we are proud 
of it. 

A number of projects might be described 
in which talent was both developed and 
used. But in closing it may be of interest 
to state some of the principles followed: 

1. These have not been coldly dispas- 
sionate steps—each was begun in the be- 
lief that it would remedy a weakness. They 
were not hastily conceived solutions, but 
were developed out of continuous study of 


the Church and community. They were 
begun in most cases after considerable pre- 
paratory work had been done through pri- 
vate discussions toward a favorable atti- 
tude. They were not particularly unique— 
simply a proceedure new, perhaps, to this 
field. 

2. There has always been the assump- 
tion that there is talent here. There are 
various ways to discover talent and test 
it in minor ways before risking a major re- 
sponsibility. There are varying services 
needed from the constituency of the 
Church; but the diseovery of the quality 
and quantity of talent goes on at the same 
time with the development of the general 
service program, and it is hard to tell 
which is cause and which is effect. 

3. The coaching of new leadership must 
not be advertised. The fact that you have 
helped arrange a boy’s response for the 
Father and Son Banquet need not be 
known. The surprised comment will con- 
vince folks that the congregation has un- 
expected talent, it will give confidence to 
the boy, and your first step in cultivating 
new talent has been made. 

4. There should not be many new major 
ventures carried on at the same time. The 
pastor must be advisor and counsellor, 
must be ready to support with time and 
energy the new leadership challenged but 
inexperienced. New steps call for more 
than their relative worth of time, but 
gradually they will be adjusted to the 
general program. 


Lindbergh Blocks Mussolini’s Bloc 


DR. CHARLES L. FRY, Special Representative for South American Work in “The Lutheran” 


When President Coolidge announced his 
wise and welcome determination to attend 
personally the Pan-American Parliament, 
which opened in Havana last week, (Jan- 
uary 16), to lend his aid in restoring the 
broken friendly relationship between the 
two Americas, nobody then had any idea 
that Colonel Lindbergh was so soon to be 
quietly getting ready to precede him as his 
fore-runner on this errand, and that his 
mission would have such marvelously 
happy results. The age-old Gospel of the 
Christmastide has pictured, from time im- 
memorial, its angels on flying wing, bring- 
ing God’s message of ‘‘peace on earth, 
good will to men,’’ and as the exact mean- 
ing of the Greek word angel is a ‘‘mes- 
senger,’’ from Heaven, was not this event 
in Latin America a beautiful twentieth 
century embodiment of that definition, 
even including the wings? 

As another suggestive description, the 
bill-boards in Philadelphia have been ad- 
vertising a moving picture film which they 
entitle ‘‘an epic of the air.’’ This term 
cannot but strikingly call to mind Lind- 
bergh’s flight, first to Paris, then to Latin 
America, as being indeed an ‘‘epic of the 
air,’’ in real life, and on a very high plane, 
as a beautifully effective antidote at this 
time of inter-racial suspicion and hostility. 


Was it not a striking coincidence, too, 
that when Mussolini, as the self-styled 
twentieth century representative of the 
ancient Caesars, was writing his recent im- 
perial summons to the Latin nations of 
Europe and America, to combine in a 


gigantic world-wide military bloc, and arm ° 


themselves against what he designates as 
‘¢the menace of barbarism,’’ (evidently 
meaning the preponderance of Anglo-Saxon 
culture and influence, as seen in Great 
Britain, the United States and the Protest- 
ant nations of Europe), at that very same 
moment Colonel Lindbergh, altogether un- 
aware of Mussolini’s threatening gesture 
of fanning the flame of race antagonism, 
was unconsciously putting the most effec- 


tive quietus on the whole scheme, by get- 
ting his aeroplane the ‘‘Spirit of St. 
Louis’’ ready for his flight to Latin Amer- 
ica, as a Christmastide messenger of peace 
and good-will toward the Mexican capital! 

Isn’t it interesting and cheering to note 
how this typical, warm-hearted, courageous 
Seandinavian-American, as one of the 
‘‘harbarians’’ ineluded in Mussolini’s 
manifesto, should thus single-handed (with- 
out any blare of trumpets, or any an- 
nouncement of purpose to nullify the bel- 
ligerent proclamation), by one dexterous 


GATES OF HEAVEN 


Hope guides the souls of toilers here, 
And Gates of Heaven are ever near 
Where faith and duty dwell; 
Content to miss the noisy throng, 
We travel on with joyous song 
And angels’ chorus swell. 


The angel chorus heard one night, 
When shepherds saw the sky alight 
With Bethlehem’s star so fair, 
That song’s still ringing through all 

time 
And Bethlehem’s star will ever shine 
For true hearts everywhere. 


The God of love is wondrous dear 

And Gates of Heaven are ever near 
To souls sincere on earth; 

And Peace on Earth will be fulfilled 

When life is lived as God has willed 
At time of Jesus’ birth. 


Oh, may that angel song, sublime 
Fill hearts not only at Christmas 
time— 
May Heaven on earth abide, 
And Peace unto all men be given, 
As ’tis to angels in God’s heaven; 
May Gates of Heaven swing wide. 


—M. D. T. 


and timely stroke, completely block Mus- 
solini’s bloc, and checkmate his whole de- 
sign, so far as the Western Hemisphere is 


» concerned! 


From Mussolini’s point of view, and for 
his sinister purpose, it was undoubtedly a 
shrewd policy to take advantage of the 
public announcement of the Pan-American 
Parliament in Havana, as a favorable time 
to urge upon the Republics of our Southern 
Continent the perpetuation of their ani- 
mosities toward the United States. But to 
his discomfiture, if anything ever fell flat, 
on the ears of Latin Americans, it was this 
attempted incitement from Italy to con- 
tinue their ill-will toward the United 
States, coming as it did, just at the psycho- 
logical juncture when their hearts were all 
aglow with admiration of their heroic vis- 
itor from the sky, and gladness to accept 
his proffered hand as a token of new racial 
friendship between the two Americas. 


Both President Calles and President 
Coolidge, in their published messages con- 
cerning this new ‘‘tie that binds,’’ em- 
phasized the moral and spiritual effect 
which it will have on healing the breach 
and bridging the gulf which separates 
North and South. To the astonishment 
and joy of us all, President Calles’ tele- 
gram spoke of the ‘‘consecrated’’ flight of 
the young Colonel, thus using a term which 
we would hardly have expected from him, 
and which we therefore treasure all the 
more. Then he added: ‘‘Our people know 
how to appreciate the worth of this flight 
from this point of view. It explains the 
frantic enthusiasm and the peculiar hom- 
age with which he was received, and the 
anguish we experienced when waiting for 
his arrival at the Airdrome, during those 
terrible three long hours of suspense, when 
we feared he might have encountered some 
mishap. It was not because of mere tech- 
nical interest in the brilliant flight as a 
marvellous aviation stunt. I myself re- 
gard it from a higher standpoint, as an in- 
valuable message and a priceless embassy 
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of good-will sent to us by the people of 
the United States, who chose the highest 
representative of their youth, power and 
heroism, and sent him to us to produce a 
firmer spiritual rapprochement between 
these two countries. This is my view of 
Lindbergh’s flight, and I assure you that 
the results, from the point of view of 
greater friendship between the two coun- 
tries, have already been positive and im- 
mediate.’’ 


To this President Coolidge replied: ‘‘It 
pleases me profoundly to reciprocate your 
welcome sentiments with all my heart, and 
to send Your Excellency my most cordial 
felicitations at this auspicious time.’’ 


The editorials in all our leading metro- 
politan papers expressed the same thought, 
that nothing like this ever happened in the 
Western Hemisphere before. Never was 
such a welcome accorded in the South-land 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE Mc- 
CAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY 
CONTEST 
Subject: ‘‘In These Days of Change and 
Challenge, How Can We Spiritual- 

ize the Home Life of America?’’ 

Length: Not over 3,000 words. 

Time: All essays must be received by 
Dr. Paul 8S. Leinbach, Executive 
Secretary of the Publication and 
Sunday School Board, by Children’s 
Day, June 10, 1928. 

Eligible: Any minister or member of the 
Reformed Church in the United 
States. 

Instructions: (1) Sign essay with an as- 
sumed name, giving correct name 
and address on a separate sheet. 
(2) Use one side of the paper only. 
(3) Manuseripts, as far as possible, 
should be typewritten. 

Prizes: First prize—$100. 

Second prize—$50. 


THAT APPEAL FROM CZECHOSLOVA- 
KIA 


It is interesting to note, that the appeal 
of Pastor Stule, of Czechoslovakia, has 
been so generally read and so quickly 
heeded. Already several have volunteered 
to subseribe for the ‘‘ Messenger’’ for him, 
send him books, ete. We have been asked 
for instructions as to where and how books, 
magazines, ete., should be sent. It will 
be best to send all donations made directly 
to Pastor Stule. In fact, for some par- 
cels, it will be cheaper to send direct to 
him, than to send to us. The postal rates 
on printed matter to Czechoslovakia is— 
eight (8) cents per pound. Packages limit- 
ed in weight to four (4) pounds, six (6) 
ounces. If merchandise is sent to him, the 
rate will be fourteen (14) cents per pocad, 
with a 22-pound limit. In addition to this 
merchandise rate, there must be made a 
Customs Declaration and an Inland Transit 
rate paid as follows: 1 to 2 pounds, 12 
cents; 3 tell pounds, 20 cents; 11 to 22 
pounds 36 cents, Of course, this Inland 
Transit rate does not apply to printed mat- 
ter. We shall be glad to learn of any re- 
sponses made to Pastor Stule’s request for 
magazines. The Publication and Sunday 
School Board will see that Sunday School 
supplies are sent. Perhaps some Schools 
will be glad to send him the large picture 
charts, of which, I am sure, he can use 
several, in his many schools. Address him, 
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to a North American. ‘‘Both the Govern- 
ment of Mexico and of the United States 
are anxious for an improvement in their re- 
lationship. The tension a year ago had 
reached the breaking point, and actual war 
was feared. It was well indeed that we 
had a Protestant President in the White 
House at Washington, when such terrific 
pressure was brought by the Knights of 
Columbus. A new policy has now been in- 
augurated. It is conciliation and mutual 
friendship. Lindbergh was the earrier of 
the good news in such a way that not only 
all Mexicans, but all Latin Americans can 
understand it. He is the symbol in the sky 
of a new atmosphere and a new spirit.’’ 
Doubtless Mussolini would have headed 
‘off the Paris errand too, if he had been 
able, because he did not want France to be 
on good terms with the United States, 
which that episode promoted, since he had 
long ago listed France to be a leading fac- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rey. Jaroslav Stule, Pastor Czech Brethren 
Church, Strankonice, Czechoslovakia, 
Europe. —A. M. §. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. L. G. Beers from Martinsburg, Pa., 
to Macungie, Pa. 

Rev. Wm. T. Brundick to 2301 8. Florida 
Ave., Lakeland, Florida. 

Rev. Alfred Grether from 2900 to 3000 
Iona Terrace, Hamilton, Baltimore, Md. 

Rev. John A. Yount to 134 Shaw Ave., 
Turtle Creek, Pa. 


Rev. George W. Waidner, presented the 
cause of the ‘‘Messenger’’ very acceptably 
to the members of Christ Church, Norris- 
town, Rev. C. T. Glessner, minister, Jan. 22, 


Mr. I. H. Stauffer, Treasurer, Elizabeth- 
town, Pa., sent a check for $166, the second 
annual payment on the quota for this con- 
gregation for Ministerial Relief. 


Evangelical services were held in Im- 
manuel Church, Alliance Ohio, Rev. Otto 
J. Zechiel, pastor, from Jan. 4-15, with Rev. 
Dr, Rufus C. Zartman as Evangelist. 


On Jan. 1, 1922, Rev. Charles D. Rockel 
began his pastorate of Christ Church, Al- 
toona, Pa., and the 6th anniversary of that 
occasion was observed on New Year’s Day. 


Our two missionaries, Rev. Paul E. Kel- 
ler and Rev. J. Frank Bucher, will sail 
for China on February 18, from Seattle, on 
the 8. S. President Jefferson. Their many 
friends will wish them a safe voyage. 

Rev. Dr. Ambrose M. Schmidt, director 
of the ‘‘Messenger’’ celebration, was wel- 
comed to the pulpit of St. John’s Church, 
Lansdale, Pa., Rev. Alfred Nevin Sayres, 
pastor, on Jan. 15, as a visiting preacher. 


The annual congregational meeting of 
First Church, Washington, D. C., Rev. 
James D. Buhrer, Ph.D., pastor, was held 
Jan, 25. Election of officers was held at 
the meeting of the Men’s Club on Jan. 23. 


In St. John’s, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. Alfred 
Nevin Sayres, pastor, the average Church 
School attendance for 1922 was 224; for 
1927 the average was 466. Is there a School 
of similar size in our denomination that 
can match that rate of growth? 


Rey. U. C, E. Gutelius, pastor of Grace 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., started on Jan. 
8, and continuing until Jan. 29, a series 
of special sermons on ‘‘The Ten Command- 
ments in Modern Life,’’ in both the morn- 
ing and evening services. 


tor in his own contemplated inimical bloe 
of the future. Yet the Lindbergh flight to 
Paris, whilst it was and will always re- 
main unique, nevertheless is usually re- 
garded more as a triumphal feat of aero- 
nautic science, than a spiritual undertak- 
ing. But so far as his flight to Latin 
America is concerned, taking the special 
circumstances into account, nothing like it 
ever happened anywhere. 


What could be a more auspicious time 
than this Epiphany Season for the Protest- 
ant.Churches of North America to conjoin 
their Continent-wide prayers, and their in- 
dividual prayers during next week, for 
God’s special blessing on the moral and 
spiritual results of the Pan-American 
Parliament in Havana, and to enlarge their 
educational and missionary efforts in South 
America, at this favorable Providential 
turn of affairs? 


Mr. L. W. Mensch, of Salem Church, 
Altoona, Pa., Rev. Victor H. Jones, pastor, 
advises us that the pulpit of the Church 
will be vacant after Feb. 1, and anyone 
interested may correspond with Mr. 
Mensch, Chairman of the Supply Commit- 
tee, at 329 E. Caroline Ave., Altoona, Pa. 


The Board of Ministerial Relief has just 
received a check for $375 from the Re- 
formed Church in Belvidere, Tenn. This 
fine contribution from the Southland is 
greatly appreciated because it shows a 
noble spirit and a real saerifice by the good 
people of Rey. Mr. Stuckey’s congregation, 
Mr. H. Warmbrod, Treasurer. 


In a recent letter from Rev. George R. 
Snyder, he refers to the hopeful outlook for 
the resumption of our work in Hunan Prov- 
ince. It seems new rules have been pub- 
lished by the Hunan authorities regarding 
schools, and that a few of our lower schools 
may be opened after the Chinese New 
Year. 


Rey. Dr. Ellis N. Kremer was installed 
as pastor of Salem Church, Harrisburg, 
Pa., on Feb. 5, 1888, and plans are being 
made to prepare for the celebration of the 
40th anniversary of his pastorate by a 
committee which consists of George I. 
Hollinger, Edwin C. Thompson, J. William 
Bowman and William M. Hain. 


The Laymen’s Association of the Re- 
formed Churches of Harrisburg and viein- 
ity will have a dinner on Feb. 7 in St. 
John’s Chureh, Rey. David Dunn, pastor, 
to which all the laymen of all the Reform- 
ed Churches in Lancaster Classis have been 
invited. Judge Albert W. Johnson, of the 
Federal Court, will be the principal 
speaker. 


Holy Communion was held in Second 
Chureh, Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. 8. C. Hoover, 
pastor, on Jan. 15. A very splendid record 
of a total attendance of 1,712 for the year 
1927 was made by the Juniors. The Chureh 


building narrowly escaped serious damage, 
if not total destruction, by fire on Christ-— 


mas afternoon when a fire was discovered 
before it had made any great headway and 
was soon under control. 


Phila. Federation of Churches, addressed 
the Reformed Ministerial Association 
Philadelphia and vicinity on ‘‘The Feé 
tion’s Piogram for 1928.’? At the Jan. 1 
meeting, Rev. C. B. Alspach, read a 
on ‘‘The Outlawing of War;’’ and on 
23, Rev. A. R. Tosh, on ‘‘The Finality 
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the Christian Religion.’’ On Jan. 30, Dr. 
J. Rauch Stein will read a paper on ‘‘Com- 
panionate Marriage.’’ 

Rev. J. H. String, D. D., Zelienople, Pa., 
just dropped into the office and handed the 
treasurer a check for $355.60 from Grace 
Church, Harmony, Pa., for Ministerial Re- 
lief. If all our congregations would take hold 
of their quotas in this business-like man- 
ner the entire endowment fund would soon 
be secured. What is your congregation 
doing? 

One of our dear old friends, Elder Cyrus 
Heller, of Williamsport, Pa., in renewing 
his subscription, gladly lists himself among 
those who have read the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
over 50 years, and continues to feel that 
‘‘he could not get along without it.’’ He 
is only sorry that his age interfers with the 
desire to engage actively in the work of 
increasing our subscription list. His good 
wishes and prayers for the success of the 
““Messenger’’ are deeply appreciated. Such 
friends are a blessing. 

Grace Church, Washington, D. C., Rev. 
Dr. Henry H. Ranck, pastor, observed Com- 
munion on Jan. 15, when Dr. Henry Beets, 
of Grand Rapids, Mich., preached the ser- 
mon. The Week of Prayer was observed 
in union services with several other con- 
gregations in connection with a Conference 
on Evangelism, conducted under the leader- 
ship of the Revs. Wm. F. Klein and Har- 
vey Klaer, of the Presbyterian Board of 
National Missions. 

Rev. E. F. Wiest, pastor of the Grace 
Reformed Chureh, Columbiana, Ohio, writes 
of ‘‘Suppose,’’ the leaflet published by the 
Executive Committee of the Reformed 
Chureh, 316 Schaff Building, Philadelphia, 
Pa.: ‘‘It is the very best of its kind that 
I have yet seen. If it does not stir the 
mind and move the heart there is no use 
trying to do anything more to wake up 
the spiritually dead of the Church. By all 
means put it into every Reformed Church 
home.’’ 

Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. 
Henry Nevin Kerst, pastor, welcomed as 
their morning preacher on Jan. 15, Dr. 
Theodore P. Bollinger, Supt. of the Dept. 
of the Northwest in Home Mission work. 
On Feb. 5, Trinity will have the pleasure 
of hearing Judge Florence EH. Allen; of the 
Supreme Court of Ohio, speak in the even- 
ing. ‘‘Yaukey Day’’ will be observed on 
Foreign Mission Day, Feb. 12, when each 
class and society has been assigned a quota 
to present as their offering for the support 
of Rev. and Mrs. Jesse B. Yaukey, and 
their two children, in China. 

The Secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions announces that the Foreign Mis- 
sion Day Services and offering envelopes 
have been sent to all the pastors, Should 
any fail to receive the packages they will 
please write to the Board at 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia. The supplemental 
material for use in rendering the service 
has been sent to the superintendents of our 
Sunday Schools. The title of the service 
is, ‘‘Faith Is the Victory,’’ and is most ap- 
propriate in the present unsettled state of 
the work in China. 

The Norristown Community Training 
School for Christian Workers closed its 
first term of 10 weeks, Jan. 10. There 
were 67 students enrolled, from the major- 
ity of schools in Norristown. There were 
28 credit students most of whom received 
2 credits from the International Council of 
Religious Education. There were 52 cred- 


its issued and of that number 23 were 


given to members of Christ Reformed 8. 
S., Elder Philip Wisler, Supt. Rev. C. T. 
Glessner is Director of the School. A sec- 
ond term is now in progress. 

In that most readable parish paper, 
‘<The Christian Forum,’’ of Salem Church, 
Allentown, Pa., Rev. Wm. F. Kosman, pas- 
tor, appears a department on ‘‘ News of the 


Reformed Church,’’ ably culled from the 
‘*Messenger.’’ Of course we like also the 
suggestion that those who forgot about the 
“*Messenger’’ Centennial during the rush 
of the holiday season should now remem- 
ber that the intensive effort to secure new 
subseribers and individual gifts for the en- 
dowment is scheduled to continue until 
June 1. 


The regular business and social meeting 
of the Cedar Crest College Club of Phila- 
delphia was held Jan. 18 at the Fuhrman 
Inn, with Mrs. Walter Scott and Mrs. A. 
B. Bennett as hostesses. Mrs. William F. 
Curtis presided over the election when the 
following were chosen: Mrs. Scott, Presi- 
dent; Mrs. Smiley, Vice-President; Mrs. 
Geiger, Treasurer; Mrs. Heckler, Record- 
ing Secretary; and Miss Jennie Leh, Cor- 
responding Secretary. Mrs. Curtis, wife 
of the President of the College, graciously 
thanked the Club for furnishing the living 
room of the ‘‘ House of Cheerfulness,’’ the 
President’s new home. 


Grace Church, Duquesne, Pa., Rey. Will- 
iam H. Landis, pastor, recognized the 
Christmas season in song and story in a 
program by the S. 8S. on Christmas morning 
and a eantata presented by the adults and 
the choir. The offering for St. Paul’s Or- 
phanage will amount to $60 or $70. The 
pastor was presented with a bill-fold con- 
taining many brand new bills, by the little 
daughter of the S. S. Supt. On Jan. 15, 
Mr. Chreiman presented the cause of the 
Near East. Offering, $27. It is probable 
that the 8S. S. will contribute a sum suffi- 
cient to care for a child for one year. 

Notice: The Evening Training School 
for Leadership in Church Work, at the 
School for Christian Workers, 12th and 
Spruce Streets, under the Boards of Edu- 
cation of the Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches, filled the class-rooms to over- 
flowing on Monday night last, when the 
first sessions began. There were 180 regis- 
tered, and more are expected on Monday 
night next. Hight courses are being offer- 
ed and 6 expert teachers have charge of 
the classes. This is the first such School 
these two denominations have had, and the 
response is very encouraging. 

The host of friends of Dr. and Mrs. John 
C. Bowman will be delighted to read that a 
great event was celebrated in their new 
home, Douglaston, L. I., on Jan. 8—a most 
unusual experience shared by these good 
friends in the observance of their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary. Members of the 
family, neighbors and friends vied in doing 
honor with flowers and gifts to the hand- 
some young couple, who have rendered so 
fine a service. It was a gala day that will 
long cause the hearts of Dr. and Mrs. 
Bowman to glow with gratitude. The 
‘‘Messenger’’ sends its cheery felicita- 
tions. ; 

Grace Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph 8. Weiler, pastor, on Jan. 8 started 
a series of Happy Hour Services. Through- 
out the services the pastor is preaching on 
the subject of ‘‘Folks I Have Met.’’ The 
average attendance for the year, both 
morning and evening services. was 293. 
The membership at present is 390, the per- 
centage of attendance being 79%. Grace 
Church has just completed the 5th and most 
successful Every Member Canvass, with an 
increase in pledges amounting to $300. In 
making comparisons it was found that 
pledges have increased $1,600 in 4 years’ 
time. 

To serve faithfully for 48 years as an 
officer of a Christian congregation is no 
little distinction, and Zion Church, Millers- 
ville, Pa., Rev. A. W. Barley, pastor, honor- 
ed itself in honoring its beloved elder, Dr. 
Abraham B. Bausman, who has now been 
elected Elder Emeritus. At the Commu- 
nion service on Jan. 8 the congregation 
and Sunday School presented to Dr. Baus- 
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man a basket of beautiful flowers, so smy- 
bolical of his long and devoted service, 
which as was well said in their resolutions, 
“set an example of self-sacrificing loyalty 
to the ideals and program of the Church 
which has been a constant inspiration to 
others. ’? 

The year 1927 closed with a fine balance 
in all auxiliary organizations and the 
Chureh treasury of the Church of the In- 
carnation, Newport, Pa. Rev. U. O. H. 
Kerschner, pastor. The triple anniversary, 
which celebrated the founding of the con- 
gregation and the laying of the first and 
second cornerstones, held on April 24, and 
the 12th anniversary of the present pastor- 
ate, observed on Novy. 20, were two out: 
standing occasions in the history of the 
congregation. A very excellent pageant 
was given by 62 young people at Christ- 
mas time, when the offering for the or- 
phans amounted to $125 in cash and in- 
cluded a barrel of fruit. The winter Com- 
munion was well attended. A large cate- 
chetical class is being organized. 

Salem Church, Frostburg, Md., Rev. John 
W. Keener, pastor, observed Christmas 
with a full day’s activity. At 5.40 A. M. 
Christmas songs were sung in front of the 
the Church and at 6 A. M. the annual 
early service was held with a large audi- 
ence, Special music and a brief sermon 
by the pastor constituted an inspiring pro- 
gram. The S. 8. was well attended at 9.45 
o’clock, and at 11 A. M. morning worship 
was held. A program of special musie and 
sermon ended the day. The offerings 
amounted to $696.81. The S. S. rendered a 
program on the following Monday evening. 
The offering for St. Paul’s Orphanage was 
$59.24. Watch Night service on New 
Year’s Eve, Union Prayer Services the 
first week of the New Year, Holy Com- 
munion on Jan, 8. 
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The annual meeting of the congregation 
of Bethany Tabernacle, Phila., Pa., Rev. 
Arthur Y. Holter, pastor, was held on Jan. 
11. It was most encouraging. 

A valued reader in China Grove, N. C., 
writes: ‘‘The ‘Messenger’ is a great com- 
fort to me. May God’s richest blessings 
rest upon the whole staff.’’ 

The Martinsburg, Pa., Charge, of Juni- 
ata Classis is vacant. Rev. Howard 8. Fox, 
Roaring Spring, Pa., is Chairman of the 
Classical Supply Committee. Any person 
interested may communicate with him. 

Rev. Dr. Howard H. Long, pastor of St. 
John’s Chureh, Red Lion, Pa., handed his 
resignation to the consistory on Jan. 15, 
having received and accepted a call from 
St. John’s congregation at Evans City, Pa. 

The Christmas season at Christ Church, 
Roaring Spring, Rev. H. S. Fox, minister, 
was one filled with real treats for the mem- 
bership. The day opened with carol sing- 
ing at 6 A. M., and early Christmas candle- 
light Matin service was rendered. A pag- 
eant was given in the evening. 

Rev. Lamont G. Beers, of Martinsburg, 
Pa., who accepted the call to Solomon’s 
Church, Macungie, Pa., began his new work 
Jan. 22. This congregation has been with- 
out a regular pastor since Nov. 1, 1926, Rev. 
J. R. Rothermel rendering faithful service 
as stated supply. 

Salem Church, Catasauqua, Pa., Rev. 
Henry E. Gebhard, pastor, on Jan. 15th had 
its Holy Communion served in the pews 
for the first time in the history of the con- 
gregation. The services were well attend- 
ed. 8 additions were announced; 3 by let- 
ter and 5 by reprofession. 

The annual congregational meeting of 
Zion Church, Lehighton, Pa., Rev. Paul 
Reid Pontius, pastor, was held Dec. 25, 
when the preparatory service was also held. 
Starting on Jan. 8th the pastor is deliver- 
ing a series of sermons on the general 
theme, ‘‘Love Stories of the Bible,’’ con- 
tinuing for several months. 

St. Peter’s Church, West Pikeland, Pa., 
Rey. Lloyd M. Knoll, pastor, had very en- 
couraging reports at the annual meeting. 
The Church has been growing steadily and 
now has a membership which is the largest 
in the history of over a century. Three 
members were added to the roll since Jan. 
1. All bills have been paid, and the amount 
of benevolence is greater than ever before. 


A Christmas pageant was presented by 
the choir and S. S. of Trinity Church of 
Strawberry Ridge, Pa., Rev. Thomas G. 
Jones, pastor, on Christmas Eve. After 
being presented to a Church filled to 
capacity, the pageant was repeated on the 
following Monday evening. A generous 
offering was received for Bethany Orphans’ 
Home. The pastor was remembered with 
a purse, 

St. Vineent Church, Spring City, Pa., 
Rey. J. G. Kerschner, pastor, reports the 
largest winter Communion, by 15, during 
the present pasorate. The pastor and fam- 
ily were kindly remembered with a purse 
and other useful gifts during the holiday 
season. The congregation will join five 
other rural Churches of the community in 
the observance of the World Day of 
Prayer, February 24. 


A very interesting service marked the 
annual observance of the Christmas season 
in St. James Church, Lovettsville, Va., on 
Christmas Eve. A beautifully rendered 
pageant was presented on the stage which 
was most artistically arranged and lighted 
with many_colored lights. Personal gifts 
were distributed and the members of the 
S. S. received their usual treat. The offer- 
ing of the S. S., Mr. George M. Souder, 
Supt., amounted to $18.14 for the orphans. 


Holy Communion was observed in Zion’s 
Church, Greenville, Pa., Rev. Paul J. Dun- 
dore, pastor, on Jan. 8. The congregation 


deserves to be commended for the very 
generous offering of $1,300 which it gave 
for St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home. The 
Chureh School has engaged the services of 
Prof. Ralph Heim, of Thiel College, to 
conduct a course of study on the super- 
vision of the Church School, which will be 
presented on five consecutive Wednesday 
evenings, starting on Jan. 18. On Jan. 15 
the pastor began a series of sermons on the 
““Seven Letters to the Seven Churches in 
Asia Minor.’’ 


The Christmas offering for Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home from St. Stephen’s Church, 
Perkasie, Pa., Rev. Howard Obold, pastor, 
amounted to $490.10. The Polyanna Class 
purchased a new range for one of the cot- 
tages in which Mrs. Herman Schmidt, a 
member of this congregation is one of the 
matrons. One feature of the Christmas 
service was the presentation, by the cate- 
chetical class of 1927, of a beautiful wool 
bunting 4x6-foot Christian flag, mounted 
on a 9-foot oak pole, surmounted with a 
brass cross. The pastor received the flag 
from 3 members, who marched forward 
with it, Olive Heckler making the presen- 
tation speech, and handed it to Supt. Bar- 
inger, who placed it on a gilt bronze stand, 
which was part of the gift. 

Christ Church, Roaring Spring, was 
favored with a very special series of 
preaching services. The visiting minister 
for the occasion was the Rey. C. D. Rockel, 
of Christ Church, Altoona. Mr. Rockel 
took for his general theme, ‘‘God.’’ The 
Church was filled every night, the folks 
who came once found it impossible to miss 
any of the discussions. It was with sad 
regrets that the week closed, for there was 
an earnest desire for more of such great 
thoughts on God. An open forum was con- 
ducted by Mr. Rockel after each sermon 
and many questions were answered to the 
satisfaction of the congregation present. 
An urgent invitation was given him to re- 
turn another year. 


During the last 5 years, The Layman 
Company has circulated more than one 
hundred million pages of pamphlets advo- 
cating tithing, either free or at less than 
cost. They now offer to send, postage paid, 
a package containing 38 of these pamph- 
lets, aggregating 500 pages by 33 different 
authors, for 50 cents. They include 
‘“‘Thanksgiving Ann’’ and one other in 
playlet form; also a ‘‘Tithing Account 
Book’’ with plain directions for use, and 
‘“Adventures in Tithing,’’ a 96-page book. 
The price is less than the cost of produc- 
tion. Please mention the ‘‘Messenger;’’ 
also give your denomination. The Lay- 
man Company, 740 Rush Street, Chicago, 
imbt 


Church of the Ascension, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., Rev. Henry L. Krause, pastor, on Dec. 
20 sent its annual box to St. Paul’s Home. 
In addition to 56 dresses and 39 boy’s 
waists, cash donations amounted to approx- 
imately $100. A member of the Church 
also sent two boxes of fruit. A little sur- 
prise was sprung upon the Church School 
by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas on the night of 
the Christmas program, when they gave to 
the 8. 8S. 80 copies of ‘‘The Sunday School 
Hymnal.’’ On Sunday evening, Dec. 11, 
the pastor addressed the W. M. &., of the 
Hough Ave. Church, Cleveland, O., at their 
annual Thank-Offering service. The first 
quarterly Communion for the year 1928 
was held on Jan. 15. 


It is heartening to get such a message 
as this from far-off Oklahoma: ‘‘ We live 
in Northern Oklahoma and, of course, there 
is no Reformed Church within reach of 
us. But we can’t get along without the 
‘Messenger.’ I have read it as far back 
in my life as I can remember—old Penna. 
Dutch stock, you know. I could no more 
forget the Reformed Church than I 
could forget the dear old mother who gave 
me birth, and if we ever again get where 
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we can get to a Reformed congregation, we 
surely will do it. So you see, we couldn’t 
possibly get along without the ‘Messen- 
ger.’ Yours truly, D. H. Fisher.’ Isn’t 
that a fine spirit? Would there were thou- 
sands of old Reformed Church stock, who 
exhibit a similar spirit when transplanted 
to other communities! 

Grace Church, Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph S. Weiler, pastor, held its annual 
congregational meeting on Jan. 4, when 
officers were elected, reports received and 
plans for the future discussed. During the 
evening, Rev. Mr. Weiler was presented 
with a substantial purse by his people, as 
a mark of esteem. Charles Heller, elder, 
made the presentation speech. Reports 
from the organizations showed that during 
the past year approximately $12,800 was 
handled for various purposes. The pastor’s 
report showed that in the 4 years of his 
pastorate 264 new members have been ad- 
ded to the roster, making a total enroll- 
ment of 400. 62 members were received 
last year. In the same period he officiated 
at 5 funerals of his Churchmen, performed 
25 baptisms, and officiated at 11 weddings. 
Average attendances at services last year 
were 296 per Sunday. The congregation 
has decided to make a survey of the sur- 
rounding area for the purpose of getting a 
concise record of the Church affiliations of 


the people residing in that section of the 


city. 

Christmas was a very joyous season in 
St. John’s Church, Red Lion, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
Howard H. Long, pastor. In the evening 
of Dec. 25 the S. S. rendered a cantata, 
with Supt. J. M. Flinchback presiding. 50 
characters took part in the cantata which 
was considered by the large audience to 
have been one of the best entertainments 
given in years. The electrical display was 
particularly beautiful. Preceding the can- 
tata, children under the direction of Mrs. 
H. H. Long and Mrs. D. D. Miller, gave 
pleasing recitations. The offering for the 
Hoffman Orphanage amounted to $97. Mrs. 
Long was presented with a bridge lamp by 
the teachers of the Primary Department, 
of which she is superintendent. The pas- 
tor and his wife were very kindly remem- 
bered by many of the congregation. The 
yearly settlement of Emmanuel’s congre- 
gation on Jan. 2nd was closed with all ob- 
ligations met and with a balance in the 
treasury. An order was drawn for the 
payment of the Classical apportionment in 
full for 1928. Communion was celebrated 
on Jan. 1, when 3 were received by letter 
into the fellowship of the Church. 


St. John’s, Phoenixville, Pa., Rev. A. A. 
Hartman, pastor, had a delightful Christ- 
mas season. The program by the §. S. in- 
volved more participants than any pre- 
vious year. The cantata, ‘‘The Greatest 
Gift,’’? by Petrie, rendered by the choir of 
25 voices, Mrs. G. W. Stiteler, directress, 
was especially pleasing. Offering for the 
orphans was not as large as several years 
previous. The Centennial of the ‘‘Mes- 
senger’’ was observed in a special service, 
sample copies were distributed and some 
new subscribers were obtained. This con- 
gregation is contemplating the liquidation 
of all debts Feb. 1st. It is among those 
congregations that has the major portion 
of the Apportionment paid for this year. 
Before a large audience Miss Minerva Weil 
related her captivity experience at the 
Thank-Offering service of the W. M. 8. The 
pastor is nearing the completion of a two- 
series of sermons, one, ‘‘Travel Talks on 
Sacred Places of Palestine and Their 
Teachings’’ and the other, ‘‘ Pictures That 
Preach.’’ A small copy of these master 
paintings is given to each one who attends. 


In Messiah Church, Phila., Pa., Rev. W. 
S. Harman, pastor, Christmas Day was ob- _ 
served with a program given by the smaller = ss 


children of the 8. S., in connection with : 


the morning worship, and a pageant, 
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ten by the pastor, which depicted five 
scenes of the life of Christ, was given in 
the evening by 50 members from the Adult, 
Senior, Intermediate and Junior Depts. of 
the 8. S. The pageant consisted of the 
reading of the stories of the events, and 
the dramatizing with Christmas hymns 
which were memorized. The pastor and 
his family were very substantially remem- 
bered by the members of Messiah. As 
part of the S. S. worship period, the pro- 
gram is being built around the Memory 
Hymn suggested each month by the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger.’’ In October a new order of wor- 
ship which combines Church and Sunday 
School, was started. An average of 75% 
to 80% of the S. S. children now attend 
the morning service. The organized, graded 
work is accomplishing very satisfactory 
results in the 8. S., which is steadily in- 
creasing in its enrollment. The young 
people of the Church are very busy in the 
various organizations, taking part in 
basketball teams, Boy Scouts, choir and 
orchestra, . 


Printed pamphlets of Scripture readings, 
prepared by the pastor of St. John’s, Potts- 
town, and St. Paul’s, Stowe, Rev. Walter 
D. Mehrling, were placed in the homes of 
the charge between Christmas and the New 
Year. Besides the annual Christmas enter- 
tainment by the Sunday School of St. 
Paul’s, there was a splendid cantata, The 
annual Christmas entertainment by the 
Sunday School of St. John’s, as well as the 
usual Watch Night Service, were held. The 
play, ‘‘All On a Summer Day,’’ was given 
Jan. 12 under the auspices of the Y. P. 8., 
of St. John’s. The work of coaching was 
efficiently done by Superintendent Rutter, 
and the preparation of the actors for their 
stage appearance was the work of Mr. 
Weekly. At the meeting of St. John’s 
Men’s Club, Jan. 13, the report of the com- 
mittee on the giant banquet of Reformed 
men to be held Jan. 27, was enthusiastic- 
ally received. Two new members have 
been received at St. Paul’s, and another 
subscription added to its ‘‘Messenger’’ 
list. ‘‘The Reformed Church Pulpit’’ has 
been received as a gift from our friend, 
Mr. Emory L. Coblentz. Substantial purses 
were given to the pastor by each Church, 
for which he wishes, through this channel, 
to make further acknowledgment. 


The annual meeting of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav R. 
Poetter, pastor, was held Jan. 10. Charles 
R. Krick presided. George S. Fisher re- 
corded the minutes. The following statis- 
tics were read by the pastor: 38 baptisms, 
29 marriages, 49 funerals (16 members, 33 
from community), 84 sermons, 802 pastoral 
and sick calls, added 104 new members, 
1,598 members on the roll—a net gain of 
29, and 26,409 worshippers on Sundays 
during the year. Improvements on Church 
and parsonage properties cost $5,572.95. 
Debt on parsonage paid at Easter. The old 
plans for new pipe organ and improve- 
ments of interior of the Church were re- 
scinded and the committee authorized to 
prepare a complete new set of plans at 
onee. The following officers were elected: 
Elders, Simon P. Stoudt and Charles M. 
Leinbach; Deacons, R. R. Arts, Ephraim ©. 
Stump, Arthur D. Kline and Harry Mat- 
thews. The Treasurer, J. L. Sloat, and re- 
tiring officers, Elam F. Fidler, W. H. 
Schultz, L. D. Frederici, Howard Schlosser 
and Harry Flickinger, were given rising 
votes of thanks. The spiritual and finan- 
cial response of the congregation is very 
favorable. The last year was successful 
for pastor and people, with spiritual and 
temporal conditions good in spite of the 
Zeit-Geist. 


In St. Paul’s Church, Youngstown, Ohio, 
Rey. A. D. Wolfinger, D. D., pastor, the 
annual meeting of the congregation and 
reception of all members who joined the 
Church during the year was held on the 


29th of December. The attendance was the 
largest and the reports of various organi- 
zations showed larger results than any year 
of the present pastorate. The pastor’s Sun- 
day School Class served the supper. The 
junior congregation, which the pastor or- 
ganized the first year, gave a fine report 
with $104 in the treasury. The Amicus 
Girls contributed $275 toward the Church 
liquidation fund. The Men’s Class paid 
for the decorating of the Church. Christ- 
mas was observed by a children’s party, 
pageant and exercises by the Primary and 
Junior Departments. Prof. I. H. Prosser, 
who recently took charge of the choir, gave 
a fine musical program with twenty voices 
well trained for the work. The pastor and 
family were well remembered with checks, 
bills, baskets, boxes and 150 post cards. 
Through the observance of ‘‘ White Christ- 
mas’’ a large number of needy families 
were made happy. Out of the City-Wide 
Personal Evangelism came the formation 
of the Pastor’s League, a group of people 
quietly giving themselves for service at 
the direction of the pastor. No office to 
hold, meetings to attend, nor collections to 
be taken. Only consecrated personal work. 
The pastor had the honor recently to read 
a paper before the city ministerial meeting 
on ‘‘World Tendencies in Religion.’’ Dr. 
Burkholder gave a fine address on China. 


First Church, Youngwood, Pa., Rev. Vie- 
tor A. Ruth, pastor. The W. M. S. held 
their annual Thank-Offering service Nov. 
27. The illustrated lecture, ‘‘ Japanese 
Womanhood,’’ was presented by the pas- 
tor. The offering amounted to $54. At 
Harrolds, the ladies presented the play, 
“<The Pill Box,’’ the offering amounted to 
over $60. Harly dawn Christmas service 
was held, S. 8. at 9.30 A. M., and the spe- 
cial service, ‘‘ White Gifts for the King,’’ 
under the direction of Mrs. H. E. Kimmel, 
was given at 4.45 P. M. A number of gifts 
of service, as well as of substance, were 
presented. So well pleased were the lead- 
ers of the Church with the results of this 
service that they are of one mind in their 
belief that this type of service is a most 
appropriate way of observing the birthday 
of the ‘‘King.’’ The annual Christmas en- 
tertainment was piesented on Christmas 
evening at Harrold’s. Offerings for the 
orphans were taken at both Churches. The 
Week of Prayer was observed in Young- 
wood by 4 of the 5 Protestant Churches 
with union services. The meetings closed 
with a union Communion service in the 
United Brethren Church, on Friday even- 
ing. Mid-winter Communions were held at 
Youngwood on Jan. 8, and at Harrold’s, 
Jan. 15, The pastor recently officiated at 
the marriage of Howard Bender and Miss 
Mabel Keller, both members of the Harrold 
congregation. Rev. Mr. Ruth says: ‘‘I am 
hoping to send in 10 or 12 new subscribers 
in a few weeks.’’ 


In Dushore, Pa., Rev. W. B. Duttera, S. 
T. D., pastor, the work has taken on new 
life after a lapse of some time. Much was 
necessary in the way of reorganization in 
all departments, and the people have re- 
sponded in a most commendable manner. 
New Sunday Schools have been organized 
in both congregations with a large enrol- 
ment already. Members who had become 
identified elsewhere have returned and 
taken hold of the work with the keenest 
interest. Aid societies have resumed fune- 
tioning and contributed most liberally in 
making greatly needed improvements, such 
as furnishings, a new range and floor cov- 
ering for the kitchen at the parsonage. In 
the Redeemer congregation they assumed 
the finishing and equipping of the base- 
ment, which was never completed since the 
Church was built many years ago. This 
has been done at an expense of over $200, 
all met in advance as all improvements 
have been. They now have an ideal place 
for social and other purposes as the occa- 
sion may require. At Overton they are 
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planning, with a large portion of the ex- 
pense in sight, to place a basement and 
furnace at the Church. In both congrega- 
tions the Christmas festival was fittingly 
celebrated to the delight of all, and liberal 
offerings made to Bethany Home. The 
Holy Communion was also celebrated in 
both congregations, when 11 were added 
by confirmation. Good-sized catechetical 
classes are under instruction, A Young 
People’s Society has been formed, which 
promises much for the future. Indeed, a 
most hopeful outlook is presented. 

The fall of 1927 marked the beginning 
of a new period in the history of Trinity 
Church, Gettysburg, Pa., Rev. Norman L. 
Horn, pastor, when, in October, a great 
barrier to progress—the delapidated grave- 
yard—was removed and a fine new parson- 
age is being built. The mind of the people 
is now occupied with the new developments 
around the Church and it has had a very 
marked effect. Organizations are busy 
raising funds for a new Church School, a 
new social room, the Church auditorium to 
be made new, and the exterior of the 
Church to be made new. The congregation 
is a unit in this project and much elated 
over the present progress in material 
things. A very wholesome relation pre- 
vails between minister and people; the slo- 
gan for 1928 is ‘‘The New Year and the 
New Trinity.’’ The Christmas season was 
a happy one for minister and people. Two 
splendid Christmas programs were rend- 
ered in the Church. The Christmas offer- 
ings were given to Hoffman Orphanage. 17 
Church School scholars were awarded for 
regular attendance during the year. The 
minister received a Bible and a gift of 
money. Mrs. Horn received a handsome 
comfort from the Ladies’ Aid. During De- 
cember the Ladies’ Bible Class served the 
Rotary Club and in January will serve the 
Lions’ Club. The Church is becoming a 
centre for many similar functions which 
bring in revenue for the proposed new de- 
velopments. Dr. C, N. Gitt and Walter A. 
Snyder were elected elders, James W. Gil- 
bert and Charles Ogden, deacons. T. J. 
Winebrenner was re-elected Superintend- 
ent of the Church School. 


In the Glen Rock Charge, Pa., Rev. S. M. 
Roeder, D. D., pastor, Home Mission Day 
was observed in November, when the pas- 
tor spoke in the cause of the mission at 
State College. The offerings were com- 
mendable. On Dec. 11, the W. M. §S., of 
which Mrs. 8. M. Roeder is president, held 
its Thank-Offering service. Their program 
was made much more interesting and help- 
ful by the presence and splendid address 
of Miss Alliene S. DeChant, of Hanover, 
Pa., who delighted everyone with her 
message and was invited to return to give 
another inspiring address on some phase 
of mission work. The Christmas services 
were as follows: a dawn service from 6 to 
7 o’elock, which brought out a good-sized 
and interested congregation. The pastor 
was presented with a handsome sum of 
money at this service. At 10 A. M., the 
Trinity 8S. S. rendered their Christmas pro- 
gram. The offering for the Hoffman Home 
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was liberal. Mrs. Roeder was kindly re- 
membered with a sum of money from her 
S. S. elass. At the same hour, the pastor 
held services at St. Peter’s Church, where 
the orphans were also very kindly remem- 
bered. In the evening a splendid pageant 
was rendered under the direction of the 
pastor’s wife. It will be long remembered 
and the impression left upon the minds of 
the old and young will never be forgotten. 
On the Wednesday preceding Christmas, 
the congregations of the Reformed and 
Lutheran Churches united at Fissel’s 
Church in a very enjoyable program. It is 
likely that the entire offerings for the or- 
phans will amount to about $330 for the 
entire charge. 


All the services were largely attended 
at Grace Church, Sharpsville, Pa., Rev. G. 
P. Fisher, pastor, during the Christmas 
season. Offering for the orphans, $90. 
Rey. W. M. Diefenderfer brought the mes- 
sage on Thursday of the Week of Prayer; 
4 members were received into Church mem- 
bership on Communion Day; 5 young peo- 
ple are now attending a Community Lead- 
ership Training’ School. The annual con- 
gregational meeting was held Jan. 8, when 
reports from the various organizations 
showed a successful year of service. Bene- 
volent treasurer reported apportionment 
for the year paid in full. A new building 
is to be started as soon as weather will 
permit. 

The Salem-Zion, Philadelphia, Pa., Rev. 
A. W. Klinger, pastor, Sunday School Asso- 
ciation held its annual meeting on Jan. 
16th. The business meeting was preceded 
by a fellowship supper, which was prepared 
and served by the young women of the 
society. It was decided to bring the 
‘‘Stewardship Hssay Contest’’ to the at- 
tention of the School, urging all the scholars 
and young people to study stewardship and 
participate in the contest. Two of the 
members are regular attendants at the 
Training School for Religious Teachers, 
which meets at the Whitherspoon Building. 
Three of the members of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society will attend the class in 
‘‘Recreation’’ at Temple University. 


First, Hamburg, Pa., Rev. Dallas R. 
Krebs, pastor. This is the first item to the 
‘“Messenger’’ since assuming this pastor- 
ate October 1, 1926. The following facts 
indicate a healthy growth. Church attend- 
ance has increased 125%. All Communions 
show a 70% increase over last year. Bene- 
volences are paid monthly. A catechetical 
class of 27 is being prepared for confirma- 
tion at Easter. $500 was paid on the in- 
debtedness of a purchased property along- 
side of the Church. An electrically-lighted 
bulletin board was purchased by the 
Hearthstone Cirele. The Sunday School at- 
tendance was increased 111 per Sunday 
over 1926. The School supports several 
Armenian children. The School also gave 
an offering of $260.26 to the orphans at 
Bethany. 

St. John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. 
Robert Thena, pastor, conducted a 6 A. M. 
service with a sermon and special music by 
the choir on Christmas morning. At 4 P. 
M., the S. 8. gave a very impressive pag- 
eant. Offering for Bethany Orphans’ 
Home amounted to $120. 
ber Canvass held on Jan. 8 was a financial 
success. At the annual meeting of the 8. 
S. and C. E., held on Jan. 10, the 8. S. re- 
ported that over $600 had been given for 
benevolence during the year. The annual 
congregational meeting was held Jan. 11; 
expenditures of nearly $6,000 were reported, 
leaving a balance of $471.39 in the treas- 
ury. 21 members of the Brotherhood pre- 
sented a very clever play on Jan. 13 before 
the Haleyon Class of the 8S. 8. and the 
sadies’ Aid. Holy Communion was ob- 
served on Jan. 15, when the offering for ap- 
portionment amounted to $204, 


The Every Mem- . 


Che Easter Offerings 


To promote Self-Denial Offerings, and serve as a constant reminder that beginning with 
Ash Wednesday each day until Easter an opportunity is given to contribute to the Bagster 
I'und, we offer these Slot Offering Envelopes. 


No. 5. 


paid. 


No. 1. 


MIQELBERG PRESS 15 WU"? RACE ST. PrULADELPHIA Pa 


No. 5 Lenten Daily En- 
velope with Slot 


CHICK SLOT ENVELOPE No. G. W. 

100 chicks on each envelope furnish an in- 
centive to active solicitation. In colors. Price, 
$2.50 per 100. 

LILY SLOT ENVELOPE No. G. W. 


100 lilies on each envelope furnish an incen- 
tive to active solicitation. In colors. Price, 
$2.50 per 100. 


JUVENILE SLOT ENVELOPES 


The Easter Lily No. H. P. design is printed 
in royal purple on white. $1.25 per 100, pre- 
paid; $10.00 per M, prepaid. 


ENVELOPES 


No. 1002. Attractively 
designed and printed in 
colors on a strong stock 
and are a very useful fea- 
ture in religious work. 


Size, 354x234 inches 
40 cents per 100; $3.50 per 


1,000 


No. 


Size, 3x5% Inches 


Lenten Daily Offering Envel- 
opes made of heavy, white paper. 
design is printed in purple on a back- 
ground of delicate green. 
per 100, postpaid; $10.00 per M, post- 


Self-Denial Envelopes. Printed 
in two colors, purple and green. 
white stock. Price, $1.25 per 100, post- 
paid; $10.00 per M, postpaid. 


SELF DENIAL 


The 


Price, $1.25 


Heavy 


No. 1 Self-Denial En- 
velope with Slot 


_ The Haster Chick No. H. P. design is printed 
in brown and yellow on white. $1.25 per 100, 
prepaid; $10.00 per M, prepaid. 


EASTER BUTTERFLY “DOLLAR IN DIMES” 
COLLECTOR 


A successful tithing novelty in colors. 2%x 
2% inches. By this easy and attractive method 
every member can give or get $1 to increase 
the Easter Offering. An BHaster envelope ac- 
companies each devise on which is well-told 
the captivating story of the Chrysalis. $3.00 
per 100, 


EASTER OFFERING AND 
LENTEN SELF-DENIAL 
BANK 
printed in purple 
and green: 
Be Glad in Giving!” 
“The Lord is Risen! 
_ These are sturdy, round, 
tin top and bottom banks 
for coins of all denomina- 
tions up to 50¢ in size. 
Capacity equivalent to 90 
nickels. 2 inches high and 
2% inches diameter. 


$5.00 per 100, postpaid. } 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE 


REFORMED CHURCH 
Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


St. Peter’s Church, Zelienople, Pa., Rev. 
Dr. J. H. String, pastor, which has been 
extensively rebuilt and enlarged, will be re- 
dedicated in a week of special services, 
January 29-February 5. The former pas- 
tors will be the prominent speakers. Rev. 
Prof, E. R. Hamme, of Central Seminary, 
and Rev. W. 8. Harman, of Phila., preach- 
ing on Sunday, and Rey. Charles Peters, 
Ph.D., Director of Research and Experi- 
mentation in Religious Education of our 
8. 8. Board, will speak at the ‘‘ Home Com- 
ing’’ of all former and present members on 
Wednesday evening, On Sunday afternoon 
there will be a service in which all the 
pastors and Reformed Churches of the Con- 
noquenessing Valley will bring greetings, 
Butler, Meridian, Petersville, Evans City, 
Harmony, Middle Lancaster and Ellwood 
City. The improvements have cost almost 
$30,000. The Church and S. 8S. have been 
made very beautiful and impressive. 


Last fall a large proportion of our con- 
gregations joined in the Simultaneous 
Every Member Canvass,—many of these 
congregations made the Canvass for the 
first time. For very many good reasons a 
large number of congregations were unable 
to make the Canvass at that time and they 
are now arranging to make the Every 
Member Canvass this spring. These con- 


gregations will still find available for their 
use all of the instructions and literature 
that helped to make the Canvasses so suc- 
cessful last fall,—helps for the pastors, in- 
structions for the canvassers and interest- 
ing pamphlets for the members. All pas- 
tors who are arranging for a Canvass dur- 
ing the next few months will find it to 
their advantage to write to the Executive 
Secretary, 316 Schaff Building, Phila., Pa., 
for a copy of ‘‘A School for Canvassers’? 
and a copy of ‘‘Every Member Can- 
vassed’’ before making any of their plans. 
These helps and the literature for the 
members will be furnished free of charge. 


To date there have been handed to Rev. 
Edwin M. Sando, pastor of the West Man- 
heim Charge, Pa., 8 renewals and 2 new 
subscriptions to the ‘‘Messenger.’? ‘The 
News’’ says: ‘‘You owe it to yourself, to 
your children, and to the great cause of the 
Master’s Kingdom to keep informed in 
regard to His work; get the Chureh paper 
and read it during 1928.’ The pastor and 
his family express their hearty thanks f. 
the many Christmas greetings and oth 
kind remembrances received during the 
Christmas season. St. Bartholomew 
Church recently installed a Silent Alai 
Electric Light Plant, the cost of 


ee 
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The Sunday Schools of Wentz’s Charge, 
Pa., Rev. George W. Hartman, pastor, held 
delightful Christmas festivals which were 
exceptionally well attended. The combined 
offering from Wentz, Christ and Grace 
Churches, amounted to $119.81 for Bethany 
Orphans’ Home. The members of the 3 
congregations united in presenting their 
newly-elected pastor with a Christmas gift 
in the form of a ‘‘Whippet’’ automobile. 


Requests for new literature for the 
Stewardship Essay Contest have been pour- 
ing into the Stewardship Department. 
Within two days after the initial announce- 
ment of the Contest was sent out, letters 
were received asking for the free packets 
for the various age groups, desiring more 
information about the Contest, either with 
respect to Essays or Posters. It is hoped 
that not only the congregations which have 
participated in the Contest during other 
years will have a fine representation in 
1928, but also that those which have hither- 
to not joined in the Contest will take ad- 
vantage of this splendid opportunity to 
emphasize Christian Stewardship among 
the young people. Anyone desiring infor- 
mation concerning the Essay Contest or its 
attendant feature, the Poster Contest, or 
who desires literature as help in writing 
an Essay may obtain it free of charge by 
writing to the Stewardship Department, 
316 Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


A wonderful and inspiring Christmas 
season was spent in Karmel Church, West 
Philadelphia, Rev. W. G. Weiss, pastor. 
Christmas Day was ushered in by a dawn 
service at 6 A. M. with special musie by 
the choir and a Christmas message given 
by the pastor in both languages. The 
Chureh auditorium was filled to the doors, 
so that a large number were obliged to 
stand. In the evening the German depart- 
ment of the 8S. S. held their Christmas ex- 
ercises, and on the Wednesday evening 
following the English branch of the Sun- 
day School. The Church was also filled at 
both these services. The generous offerings 
were for the benefit of the new 8. 8. build- 
ing. The usual gifts were exchanged, and 
the pastor and his family were also well 
remembered by the congregation and 
friends. The Week of Prayer was observed 
Jan. 3-6, which were very well attended, 
and the pastor occupied the pulpit every 
evening. Communion was observed Jan. 
8, morning and evening, and 8 new mem- 
bers were received into the fellowship of 
the Church. The yearly congregational 


meeting was held on Jan. 18 and was also 
well attended. All reports showed a very 
healthy growth, both spiritually and finan- 
cially. The Church services and the Sun- 
day School were exceptionally well attend- 
ed during the year, and 95% of the mem- 


bers communed during the year. A special 
meeting is to be held with the consistory 
and officers of the various Church organiza- 
tions to speak over, and consider plans, for 
the proposed 8. 8. building. 

The birthday of our Lord and Saviour 
was fittingly remembered in the East 
Petersburg, Eden Charge, Rev. Walter C. 
Pugh, pastor. Members of the East Peters- 
burg congregation on the Sunday evening 
before Christmas presented the pageant, 
““When the Star Shone,’’ to one of the 
largest audiences that was ever in Trinity 
Chureh. Every available space was occu- 
pied. The pageant was well rendered and 
said to have been the best ever given in 
East Petersburg. Christmas morning was 
ushered in by an early morning union ser- 
vice, which was held in the Trinity Re- 
formed Church at 6.00 A. M. It was a 
very impressive service. Two Christmas 
anthems were sung by the joint choirs of 
Zion Lutheran and Trinity Reformed. The 
Christmas lessons as recorded in the gos- 
pels were read and the congregation which 
filled the Church joined in singing some of 
the old Christmas hymns. The Christmas 
offering of Trinity for Bethany Orphans’ 
Home was $41. The pastor and family 
were also remembered with a _ well-filled 
purse. On Christmas evening members of 
the congregation of Grace, Eden, presented 
the pageant, ‘‘When the Star Shone,’’ to 
a large and appreciative audience. The 
men of Eden, who took the part of shep- 
herds, also took that same part at Hast 
Petersburg and the men of East Peters- 
burg, who took the part of the Wise Men 
at East Petersburg, came to Eden and took 
that same part there. Monday evening, 
the day after Christmas, the Primary De- 
partment of the Eden Sunday School gave 
a well rendered Christmas program which 
consisted of Christmas exercises, recita- 
tions, solos, songs and a short talk by the 
pastor. The Christmas gift of Grace, Eden, 


for the orphans at Bethany was $58.08. 


This was the largest gift they have ever 
given for this eause. The pastor and fam- 
ilv were also remembered with a number 
of gold eagles and some greenbacks. The 
superintendent of the Sunday School, Mr. 
Cecil Patterson, was surprised when he was 
presented with a beautiful picture of the 
Christ entitled, ‘‘I Am the Way, the Truth 
and the Life.’’ 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


A Tribute 


Dr. More, Supt. Emeritus of the Home, 
was requested at the meeting of the Board 
of Managers, held Jan. 5th, to draw up a 
fitting tribute on the relation of Jacob E. 
Ranek to the Home while serving as a 
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member of the Board of Managers. Brother 
Ranck served on the Board of Managers 
from 1905 to 1922. The record of the 
minutes show that he attended the meet- 
ings regularly and entered into the busi- 
ness with earnestness and interest. At the 
meeting of the Board of Managers on Jan. 
oth, therefore, reference was made to the 
recent departure of Brother Ranck, a form- 
er member of the Board, by ealling atten- 
tion to the obituary notice published in 
““The Reformed Church Messenger.’? In 
that notice it is said of Brother Ranck that 
“‘he was indeed one of the well-beloved 
patriarchs of our denomination. ’’ 

Brother Ranck was especially well-be- 
loved by the people who learned to know 
him as a companion of genuine and unsel- 
fish workers in and for the Home. There 
he was always able to find his part in the 
work and always willing to do it. He 
recognized the Home as a field of service 
for the Lord—a field to be worked for Him, 
unselfishly and devotedly, for the welfare 
of His children, for the honor of His 
Church,-for the glory.of His name. Mr. 
Raneck attended Board meetings faithfully. 
Being interested in every activity of his 
denomination, he was especially pleased to 
learn that his Church, in caring for the 
orphans at Bethany, gave special atten- 
tion to education, missions, and benevo- 
lence, and that his part of this work could 
be done in such a way as to keep him in 
close touch with young people. He de- 
serves grateful remembrance. 


Anxious mother: ‘‘And is my little boy 
really trying?’’ 


Tired teacher: ‘‘ Very.’’—Outlook. 


and Young Folks 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE SECRET OF HAPPINESS 

Text, Proverbs 16:20, ‘‘Whoso trusteth 
in Jehovah, happy is he.’’ 

Near the close of the old year and at 
the beginning of the new year, there were 
two expressions that fell from millions of 
lips. They were, ‘‘I wish you a Merry 


Christmas,’’ and ‘‘I wish you a Happy 
New Year.’’ The echoes of these wishes 
still linger among us, and I hope they may 
abide with us throughout the year. It is 
one thing, however, to wish one a happy 
year and quite a different matter and a 
more difficult task to make it a happy one. 


Happiness seems to be a boon which all 
men crave and for which they strive. If 
they do not now possess it, they follow it 
like a will-o’-the-wisp, in the hope that 
they may some time catch it and bask in 
its sunlight. 


Sinee happiness is what everyone desires, 
it will be well for us to endeavor to find its 
secret. This is not so difficult a task as 
many of you may think. In faet, the seeret 
of happiness ought to be familiar to all of 
you; at least, it may be known by you if 
you will open your eyes to see it, your ears 
to hear it, and your hearts to receive it. 


Do you think for a moment that, if 
happiness is the great boon of mankind 
which we believe it to be, God would hide 
it from us and keep it secret so that only 
a few could find it? 
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As the air, without which we could not 
live, is found everywhere and is freely 
given to all, so are the higher spiritual 
blessings constantly flowing from God’s 
hands for all who will receive them. The 
air is not such a rarity that one must seek 
it in ocean caves and on mountain heights 
in order to live. Nor is happiness such a 
rare thing and its secret so securely hid- 
den that only a few ean find it. The air 
is for all, therefore, we may freely breathe 
it. Happiness is for all of God’s children, 
and He has placed into every one’s hand 
the key to its secret, therefore, all may be 


happy. ; 
But why are only a comparatively small 


number of persons in the world happy?’ 


Because most persons do not use the key 
which God has given them; because too 
many seek happiness where it cannot be 
found; and because a great many have 
wrong ideas about happiness. 

If I were to ask you, ‘‘What is happi- 
ness??? what would you say? You would 
probably answer: ‘‘ Happiness,—happiness, 
—let me see—it means—being happy.’’ 
But when you say that, you haven’t told 
anything. Let me ask you an easier ques- 
tion, ‘‘What would make you happy?’’ It 
would be a very interesting experiment to 
gather a large number of persons together 
—men and women, boys and girls—and to 
pass slips of paper around and ask each 
one to write down the one thing which 
above all others would make them happy. 
What a variety of answers we should re- 
ceive, and we should find that about nine 
out of every ten wishes would be based on 
a wrong conception of happiness. 

Some would wish for wealth, others for 
health; some would wish they had enough 
money to spend the remainder of their 
years in leisure; some would like to have 
a home of their own, and others would like 
to possess the object of their love; some 
would desire fame, and others that they 
might attain to success; and thus the 
wishes would run on, but most of them 
would be based on a wrong principle. 


Let me tell you once for all time that 
happiness does not lie in any material ob- 
ject outside of you. The mere possession 
of wealth or anything else alone cannot 
make you truly happy. The secret of hap- 
piness lies within you. If you once have 
that secret you will be happy whether your 
lot is cast in a palace or a hovel, in a des- 
ert or on a fertile plain, on a mountain or 
in a valley; then you will be happy whe- 
ther you are rich or poor, learned or ignor- 
ant, sick or well, young or old. 

Before the days of automobiles a woman 
was walking along the street with her hus- 
band, and seeing a carriage go by, she said 
to him: ‘‘Look at the splendid carriage 
Judge Harrison and his wife are driving 
about in. I only wish we could be so 
lucky.’’? Up in the carriage the Judge’s 
wife was saying to him: ‘‘I am getting 
positively ashamed of this old rig. Look 
how the people stand and look at us with 
contempt. If you do not wish to drive me 
to despair you must buy a new turnout.’’ 
Neither of these women was happy. 


What a different spirit was in the heart 
of a poor little street girl, who was taken 
sick one Christmas and carried to the 
hospital. While there she heard the story 
of Jesus coming into the world to save us. 
One day ‘‘Little Broomstick’’ (that was 
her street name) whispered to the nurse: 
“‘T’m havin’ real good times here—ever 
such good times! S’pose I’ll have to go 
’way from-here just as soon as I get well; 
but I’ll take the good time along—some of 
it, anyhow. Did you know about Jesus 
bein’ born?’’ ‘‘Yes,’? replied the nurse; 
“*T know. Sh-sh-sh! Don’t talk any more.’’ 
““You did? I thought you looked as if 
you didn’t and I was going to tell you.’’ 
““Why, how did I look?’’ asked the nurse 
forgetting her own order in her curiosity. 
“‘Oh, just like most o’ folks—kind 0’ 
glum. I shouldn’t think you’d ever look 


s 


glum if 
born.’’ 

Perhaps you have guessed the secret of 
happiness by this time. It surely is a 
secret worth knowing. If you have not 
guessed it, I will tell you the secret. I 
shall not whisper it to you, but I will 
shout it aloud because I want everybody 
to know it. Do not keep it to yourself, 
but tell it out that others may hear it and 
be happy: 


* * * * * * * * * * * 


‘SWHOSO TRUSTETH IN THE 
LORD, HAPPY IS HE!’’ 
* * * * * * * 


you knew about Jesus bein’ 


* * *K * 


* 
* 
a * * * 


I hear some one say: ‘‘ That is no secret; 
I knew that long ago.’’ The question is 
not whether you knew it, but did you do 
it? We all know better than we do. If 
you are doing this, really trusting in the 
Lord, you surely are happy. Jesus Him- 
self says, ‘‘If ye know these things, happy 
are ye if ye do them.’’ That is the secret 
of happiness. 

What is meant by trusting in the Lord? 
It means that we put our confidence in our 
heavenly Father in such a way that we 
believe He will provide us with all things 
necessary for soul and body; that He asks 
us to do only what will be to our benefit; 
that He makes all things work together for 
our good; and that He will direct all our 
affairs in such a way that we shall make 
the best of life in this world and in the 
world to come. 

By looking at some of the things which 
make persons unhappy we shall see that at 
the bottom of them all is lack of trust in 
God. The sense of guilt, a troubled con- 
science, worry, discontent, fear, the loss of 
hope, remorse, despair—these are some of 
the causes which underlie the misery and 
woe from which many persons suffer. All 
of these things make men turn away from 
God who alone can give them pardon and 
peace and happiness. 

Nancy had learned the secret of happi- 
ness, because she trusted in the Lord. 
Naney was a poor colored woman who 
earned a scanty living, but was a joyous 
triumphant Christian. ‘‘Ah, Naney,’’ said 
a gloomy Christian woman to her one day, 
who envied her constant cheerfulness,— 
““Ah, Nancy, it is all well enough to be 
happy now, but I should think the thoughts 
of your future would sober you. Only 
suppose, for instance, that you should have 
a spell of sickness, and be unable to work; 
or suppose your present employers should 
move away, and no one else should give 
you anything to do; or suppose—’’ 
““Stop!’’ cried Nancy, ‘‘I never supposes. 
De Lord is my shepherd, and I knows I 
shall not want. And, honey,’’ she added 
to her gloomy friend, ‘‘it’s all dem sup- 
poses as is makin’ you so mis’able. You’d 
better give them all up, and just trust de 
Words 2 

Hereafter, if you wish any one a Happy 
New Year, be sure to give them the key 
to the secret of happiness. 


When Sunday Comes 


RY JOHN ANDREW HOLMES 
There are people whose only idea 
of practical religion is to join the 
Church that is likely to bring them 
the most trade. 


Two Scotchmen have just written a very 


successful play. It seems that the script 

ealis for the chorus to come out dressed in 

kilts and flip pennies into the audience. 
It’s called The Miracle. 


* “*DTid the fellow driving the car make 
any attempt at all not to hit you?’’ 

“Yes, he motioned me to get out of the 
way.’’ 


PETER’S PRIZE 


Winifred Davidson 


Over the side of the floating cannery, 
the Red King, Peter Harris flopped, like 
an agile seal, into the small boat awaiting 
below, and was squeezed between Big Watt 
Renny and old James Lynn on the bobbing 
stern; chugging toward the salmon nets. 

Though accustomed to the sea, Peter had 
never been out of sight of land in such 
rough weather. He lived in a small village 
in Alaska, where his father was manager 
of the big salmon-packing house. He had 
come aboard the Red King, expecting to 
reach the city of Seattle in time for the 
first day of school. The year before he 
had won a prize for perfect attendance, 
and Peter was anxious to repeat that per- 
formance. For a whole week now the Red 
King had been anchored, and Peter had 
little hope of going ashore for several 
weeks to come. 

The North Pacific was splashing spray 
from four sides at once. The men in the 
small boat were silent, with the exception 
of Big Watt, who now and then chuckled 
and made a funny remark. So busy was 
Peter watching the rollers that he missed 
most of the fisherman’s jokes. 

“‘That was a fat one!’’ Big Watt roared. 
‘‘Wasn’t it, Peter, my lad?’? 

‘‘What?’’ Peter had to try to roar, in 
order to make that one word heard above 
the noise of wind, water, and whirling sea- 
gulls. 

‘“‘That slap of the sea!’’? explained Big 
Watt. ‘‘ ’Twas like a fat hand smacking 
male? 

Peter saw nothing funny. Every few 
minutes one of those same hard slaps 
jarred the running boat, almost overturn- 
ing her. Peter was wishing that he was 
back on the Red King; or, better still, 
‘that he had taken a later steamer going 
directly to Seattle. 

All the men in the small boat became 
suddenly very still. Something had hap- 
pened to the engine. Big Watt and old 
James Lynn looked at each other over 
Peter’s head, and both gripped the gun- 
wale, as though getting ready to jump to 
the assistance of the man at the wheel— 
or jump overboard—Peter could not guess 
which. 

In spite of himself, the boy began to 
shake. Big Watt, seeing Peter’s white 
face, burst again into one of his roars. 

‘¢This is no place for a fraidy!”’ 

‘‘Be still, Watt Renny!’’ cried old 
James Lynn. ‘‘You yourself were once a 
boy, out on the stormy deep for the first 
time. Maybe you were scairt that time, 
yourself? Maybe you had tears in your 
eyes and were wishing you were safe on 
land! ’? 

Peter stopped shaking. He sat as 
quietly as old James Lynn himself for the 
next few minutes, while the slaps of spray 
became rougher and rougher, and the help- 
less boat washed up and down, sometimes 
wildly spinning around. At last the man 
at the wheel started the engine, and the 
boat sprang forward at high speed. 

To Peter’s surprise, instead of putting 
back to the Red King, for repairs to the 
small boat, the wheelman sent her straight 
on toward the place where the nets were 
set. 

Other small boats were already at the 
fishing grounds. 


denly the boat stopped, and all the men in 


Perhaps the man at the 
wheel tried to go too fast now; for sud-— 


her were thrown forward; Big Watt and 


Peter pitching overboard. 

Peter was a strong swimmer. Now after 
the first shock of the icy water, he ope 
his eyes and started toward the 
which was rocking a short distance 
The billows lifted him and carried hi 
forward; though once in a while a ¢ 
carried him the wrong way. In orde 
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free his legs and arms, he kicked off his 
boots and pulled off his sweater. 

As he was about to reach the boat, he 
heard a familiar roar. This time there was 
no laughing in Big Watt’s voice. Though 
the fisherman had spent all his life on or 
near the sea, he could not swim well, and 
he was unable to relieve himself of his 
heaviest garments. James Lynn and an- 
other man had been throwing a line to him, 
but Big Watt missed it each time. 

Peter turned back, swimming toward the 
fast weakening man. 

**Get yourself aboard, my lad!’’ shouted 
Big Watt. 

Peter kept swimming toward Big Watt. 

‘*Put your hand on my shoulder!’’ He 
managed to make Big Watt understand, 
after a few moments. 

*“No! Don’t bother about me! 
my way back to the boat!’’ 
kept pushing off from the boy. 

““Quick!’’? shouted Peter. ‘‘I know how 
to tow you! You keep kicking—I’ll pull 
you over to the boat!’’ 

Big Watt at last laid his heavy hand 
on Peter’s shoulder; and the boy again 
began to swim. The cross currents seemed 
stionger than ever, and he was continu- 
ally being splashed in the face, so that he 
eould hardly see the boat at times; and, 
though Big Watt tried to keep his free 
arm and legs moving, the burden was very 
heavy. 

Peter felt himself becoming exhausted, 
when Big Watt seized the line which 
James Lynn had again tossed, and pulled 
himself aboard. 

Big Watt had let go with a vigorous 
push which sent Peter’s head under the 
water. He had not been prepared for that, 


J’ll find 
Big Watt 


and he swallowed a good deal before he , 


again came to the surface. Scarcely able 
to grasp the line, which was again and 
again thrown to him, he was at last 
dragged in. 

The engine was again working, and the 
boat fairly skimmed over the rollers on its 
way to the nets. Peter and Big Watt, 
drenched and cold, were obliged to help 
with the work of emptying the nets; so 
that by the time they returned to the 
Red King, and had helped unload the sal- 
mon on the elevator which carried the fish 
to the cleaning-tables on deck, they were 
both ready to get into their bunks. 

‘“‘T had no right to call you a fraidy, 
Peter, my lad,’’ said Big Watt, when they 
were alone. ‘‘It’s dangerous business out 
on the North Pacific in this weather.’’ 

‘¢That’s all right,’’ answered Peter. ‘‘T 
suppose I’ll get used to it before long.’’ 

‘‘You did a brave act when you turned 
about and came to my rescue,’’ added the 
big fellow. ‘‘Nobody knows how near 
worn out I was when you came back. What 
are you doing aboard this cannig ship, 
anyway??? 

‘‘T’m trying to get to school,’’ said Peter 
ruefully. 

‘‘When does school open?’’ asked Big 
Watt, with a strange smile on his red face. 

‘In two days!’’ exclaimed Peter. ** No 
chance, and I wanted to work for a prize 
this year. I wanted to have a perfect at- 
tendance score.’’ 

Big Watt said nothing, and Peter turned 
over in his bunk and was soon fast asleep. 

‘¢Peter, my lad!’’ It was still dark 
when the boy heard Big Watt roaring 
again. ‘‘Wake up!”’ 

Peter sat up, wondering if the storm had 
increased and if the Red King was in 
danger. 

‘‘Tisten, Peter. You want to get to 
Seattle? How would you like to go in one 
of the ship’s small boats? Now! This 
minute, if you’re ready!’’ 

Peter scrambled for his clothes and bag 
antl was out on deck within a few min- 
utes. 
officers. 

‘‘T promised your father that I would 


There stood the captain and his_ 


get you to school in good time,’’ said the 
captain. ‘‘I had almost forgotten, when 
Big Watt here reminded me tonight. Are 
you ready?’’ 

““Yes, sir,’’? answered Peter. 

‘Well, good-bye, then. The boat is 
waiting below, and I’m letting the prize 
you drew out of the sea tonight go with 
you.’’ 

**Prize?’?? repeated Peter, 
what the captain meant. 

““Big Watt Renny. He is going to take 
a letter to officials who are looking for 
opportunities to reward bravery.’’ 

[All rights reserved ] 


wondering 


STATISTICS 


If all the serial stories were placed end 
to end in this world, they would have to 
be continued in the next.—Kansas City 
Times. 


Bible Thought This Week 


A SURE GUIDE:—Commit 

thy way unto the Lord; trust 

also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass. 

Rest in the Lord, and wait patient y for 
Him.—Psalm 37:5, 7. 


Birthday Greetings 


Alliene 8. DeChant 

S’prise! S’prise! Three pictures (See 
if you can tell WHO’S WHO): Abraham 
Little Bear (aged 9—third grade), and 
Bertha Black Hawk (aged 7—first grade) 
—Winnebago Indians; two Cuban girls; 
and four Italian girlies at our Bethel Re- 
formed Community Center, 1914 South 6th 
Street, Philadelphia. The letters are from 
three of our seven times ‘‘Ten Little In- 
dians’’? out Neillsville, Wisconsin, way, 
and from—but we’ll save those for next 
time. 


Dear Friend: 

I am very glad that I am going to write 
to you this afternoon. We are all very 
fine. Last Friday we all write to our par- 
ents. I am in the Fifth grade. We have 
Reading, Bible, History, Arithmetic, Geog- 
raphy, Health Lessons, Language and 


then sometimes we have Spelling. This is” 


my first time that I am here in the upper 
room. Last Saturday we went to the show. 
It was a very good show.... All the leaves 
are turning into other color. I am going 
to close my letter. ... With love.—Mitchell 
White Rabbit. 


Dear Friend: 

I work on the stairway. I like to work 
on the stairway. I like this school very 
much for here I learn about Jesus Who 
has done great work while He was on earth. 
Every Sunday Mr. Ben tells us about 
Jesus. I have been going to school here 
for six years and I like it very much. I 
am in the Seventh Grade. My subjects 
are: Reading, Bible, History and Lan- 
fegniesiedeys Rae pe 6 Your friend.—Wilbur Black 


‘‘Why I Am Here At School,’’ By Pauline 
Mike 

IT am here at school to learn to do things 
and to learn to talk English and to study 
the things which our forefathers did not 
learn. We have the greatest opportunity 
to learn. But above all we are here to 
learn the word of God, to know how He 
loves us, His loving care for us, the bless- 
ings that He is showering on us. Yet 
even if we are told over and over again, 
we do not seem to let them enter in our 
heart. We do not realize how He loves us, 


how He cares for us, how He blesses us. 
Great is His grief when we take the wide 
and straight path. I know I have often 
done things that I knew did not please 
Him. I am to be confirmed this spring, if 
possible. I want to be a follower of Christ. 
But I still do things that are about to lead 
me astray. I hope I never happen to go 
astray. I just wonder what would happen 
to me or to us all were it not for other 
Christian people and for the little children 
who save all the money they can and send 
it to us when they sorely need it them- 
Relves armies: I wish we could all realize 
how much other people are doing for us. 
....I just wish I could see all these Indian 
children up in heaven when they die and 
also myself, I hope. This school is giving 
us an opportunity to become followers of 
Christ. 


Martin Barnaby Madden, United States 
Congressman from Illinois, was born at 
Darlington, England, March 20, 1855. 
Prior to that year Madden was active in 
city and state Republican politics in Chi- 
cago.—Hilo (Hawaii) paper. 


DO YOU KNOW? 


(A Useful Exercise for the Church School 
and the Home) 

1. That Los Angeles, Calif., has 5 Re- 
formed Churches: two English, two Japa- 
nese and one Hungarian? 

2. That Sendai, Japan, has 7 Reformed 
Churches? 

3. That the Reformed Church in the 
United States, through its Board of Home 
Missions, is supporting 271 Home Mission- 
aries scattered all over the United States 
and Canada? 

4, That there are more children in Asia 
taught in Reformed Schools and Colleges 
than children of Reformed families are 
taught in all the Reformed Schools and 
Colleges in America? 

5. That the Reformed Chureh supports 
and maintains five orphanages: The George 
W. and Agnes Hoffman Orphanage, Littles- 
town, Pa., cared for 93 during the past 
year; Bethany Orphans’ Home, Womels- 
doif, Pa., cared for 233; the Nazareth Or- 
phans’ Home, Rockwell, N. C., cared for 
49; the St. Paul’s Orphans’ Home, Green- 
ville, Pa., cared for 111; the Fort Wayne 
Orphans’ Home, Ft. Wayne, Ind., eared for 
106? 

6. That the Reformed Church held 8 
Summer Missionary Conferences with at- 
tendance as follows: Hood College, Frede- 
rick, Md., 175; Bethany Park, Indianapolis, 
Ind., 131; Kiskimietas Academy, Saltsburg, 
Pa., 152; Heidelberg University, Tiffin, 
Ohio, 210; Catawba College, Salisbury, N. 
C., 227; Ursinus College, Collegeville, Pa., 
275; Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa., 
265; Mission House, Plymouth, Wis., 253? 

7. That the Reformed Church has two 
hospitals in China where 23,920 individuals 
were treated? 

8. That Miyagi College for Girls, Sen- 
dai, Japan, founded 41 years ago, has al- 
most 500 students with a total number of 
graduates of almost 800, and that 95 per 
cent of the graduates of the high school 
department and 50 per cent of the gradu- 
ates of the college department are baptized 
Christians? 

9. That in the American School for Boys 
in Bagdad, Mesopotamia, conducted by 
the Presbyterian Chureh and the two 
branches of the Reformed Church, the fol- 
lowing religions are represented in a total 
attendance of 173: Protestants, 25; Jews, 
26; Moslems, 25; Greek Orthodox, 3; Ar- 
menian Orthodox, 11; Nestorian, 5; Chal- 
dean, 56; Syrian Catholic, 10; Roman Cath- 
olic, 8; Armenian Catholic, 4? 

10. That this year we celebrate the 
100th Anniversary of the founding of the 
‘*Reformed Church Messenger???’ 


—Tabernacle Tidings, Phila. 
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Coming events must cast their shadow. 
How else can you account for calling Chi- 
eago the Windy City so many years before 
the arrival of Bill Thompson?—Alliance 
Times Herald. 


‘‘Do the children understand the bed- 
time stories?’’ 


‘tT dunno. Last night my little girl 


went to sleep very nicely on a hash re- 
cipe.’’—Louisville Courier. 


THE PASTOR SAYS 
By John Andrew Holmes 

Let us rejoice that what Lind- 

bergh did for us in Paris does not 

require the consent of our Senate to 

make it valid. 


Family Altar Column 


Dr. Frank Grether 
January 30 to February 5 


Thought: ‘‘Consider Him that endureth 
such contradiction of sinners, lest ye be 
and faint in your minds.’’ Heb. 


wearied 
1238. 


Hymn: Awake.’’ 


“‘Ye Men of Christ, 


January 30, Monday—Jesus Misunderstood 
and Opposed. Mark 3:19b-35. 


From all sides, as the lessons of the week 
teach us, Jesus met opposition. Consider- 
ing His untiring industry which kept Him 
even from His meals, we do not marvel 
that His friends thought Him beside Him- 
and tried to seize Him. And the 
who were always at hand to med- 
ascribed His mighty works 
to the prince of devils. If that were so, 
Jesus reasons with them, it would be a 
house or a kingdom divided against itself. 
No, He came to destroy the works of the 
devil. He was the mightier one who was 
binding the strong man and by the power 
of the Holy Ghost was liberating His cap- 


self 
scribes, 
dle and oppose, 


tives. In saying that Jesus had an unclean 
spirit they were blaspheming the Holy 
Spirit. 


Prayer: O holy, O mighty Redeemer, who 
has broken the bonds of hell and led captiv- 
ity captive, we thank Thee most heartily 
that Thou hast redeemed us and delivered 
us from the power of the devil. Now we be- 
long to Thee. Lead us by Thy Holy Spirit 
on our pilgrimage here below, and finally 
bring us to the fruition of our hopes in 
glory where we shall behold Thee face to 
face and enjoy Thee forever. Amen. 


January 31, Tuesday—Jesus Despised by 
His Countrymen. Mark 6:1-6. 


‘‘ Without honor in his own country and 
among His own kin and in His own 
house.’’ They were astonished at His wis- 
dom and His mighty works, yet they de- 
spised Him and His mother. That, too, O 
Son of Mary? ‘‘Neither did His brethren 
believe in tae ?? (John 7:5.) Not then, 
but later they did and became His dis- 
ciples. His brother James after Herod had 
killed the apostle James, became the leader 
of the Church in Jerusalem, It is likely 
that Jesus had helped in building some of 
the houses of Nazareth. What good can 


come from Nazareth, from Galilee, from a 
carpenter? What would we know about 
Nazareth or Galilee, if it were not for the 
carpenter? But they tied His hands with 
their unbelief, Faith can remove moun- 
tains, but unbelief handicaps even the Son 
of God. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Lord, that 
Thou hast sanctified the labor of our hands 
and ennobled the humblest vocation. Help 
us, O God, to be truly humble, to honor 
honest labor, to do faithfully and endure 
patiently our allotment of toil and sorrow 
as we look up to Jesus the Author and 
Finisher of our faith. Amen. 


February 1, Wednesday—Jesus Driven 
from Nazareth. Luke 4:24-30. 


As there was no room for the Babe in 
the inn, so there was no room now for the 
Man in the home of His childhood and 
youth. Nazareth nestles in a bowl in the 
slope of a hill from the brow of which they 
were about to topple Jesus down to His 
death, but passing through their midst He 
went His way, as Elijah of old, to bestow 
His blessings upon others more willing to 
receive them. ‘‘He came into His own, 
and His own received Him not. But as 
many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on His name.’’ (John 1: 
11 and 12.) 

Prayer: Loving Savior, we would not 
be among those who despise and rejeet 
Thee. We bid Thee welcome. We confess 
that we are not worthy that Thou shouldst 
come under our roof, yet what should be- 
come of us without Thee? Abide with us. 
If at times we forget or forsake Thee, do 
not Thou abandon us, but take pity on us 
and abide with us alway. Amen. 


February 2, Thursday—Jesus wp eed by 
the Herodians. Matthew 22:15-22. 
The Pharisees planned a political snare 
for Jesus| Not to create suspicion they kept 
in the background and sent their disciples, 
not as once before with the disciples of 
John, but with the Herodians, the party in 
power. The two horns of their dilemma 
were: If Jesus said it is lawful to give 
tribute to Caesar, he offended the Jews; 
if he said it is not lawful, he became a 
rebel against the Roman government. 
Jesus never carried any money, but his in- 
quisitors tacitly acknowledged the author- 
ity of Caesar by having used his money. 


. This afforded Jesus an opportunity to lay 


down a precept every Christian citizen 
must acknowledge. ‘‘Give unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and unto God the 
things that are God’s.’’? Instead of en- 
snaring Jesus these shrewd Pharisees en- 
snared themselves. 

Prayer: Almighty God, Creator and Pre- 
server of all things, to Thee we owe our 
life and our living, and above all our grati- 
tude. We thank Thee that Thy Son has 
taught us our duty to those in authority 
over us and our duty to Thee. Give us 
willing hearts and open hands that without 
grudging we may fulfill these duties and 
through the merits of Thy Son be Thy 
cheerful and obedient children Amen. 


February 3, Friday—Jesus Opposed by the 
Sadducees Matthew 22:23-33. 

The Sadducees were the free thinkers of 
their day. They denied the resurrection. 
So they came to Jesus with their hypothe- 
tical question about the woman that had 
seven successive husbands, and Jesus was 


to tell them to which of the seven she 
would belong after the resurrection. Instead 
of making Jesus ridiculous, as their inten- 
tion was, they merely displayed their 
ignorance of the spiritual world and of the 
power of God, as such wiseacres always 
do, and made themselves ridiculous. In 
our glorified heavenly bodies which we 
shall receive from our almighty Creator we 
shall be like the angels immortal and holy, 
and happy forever. 

Prayer: Almighty God, our loving 
Father, we thank Thee for the hope im- 
planted in our souls by the assurance of 
Thy dear Son, our Redeemer. Help us to 
hold fast this hope to the end. And when 
the hour of our departure draweth nigh let 
the hope of immortality and heavenly glory 
shine brightly in our souls. For Jesus” 
sake we ask it. Amen. 


February 4, Saturday—Jesus Opposed by 
the Pharisees. Matthew 22:34-46. 


The Pharisees, who believed in the resur- 
rection, had reason to be thankful to Jesus 
that He had silenced the Sadducees, their 
opponents; but this did not increase their 
love for Him. So they came to tempt Him, 
One of them, a lawyer, asked Him which 
is the great commandment. Jesus quoted 
the commandment of Love. So He settled 
the legal question, but countered with a 
question in theology as to how David could 
call his son his Lord. That was too hard 
for their poor wits. No man was able to . 
answer Him a word. If they had delved 
deep into this subject their eyes might 
have been opened to see the man they 
hated and harried in His true light as the 
Son of David and the promised Messiah, 
their King and Lord. 

Prayer: O God, to whom we owe all 
things, we know that it is our duty to love 
Thee with all our heart. Therefore, we 
thank Thee that Thou hast come very near 
to us in Thy dear Son, who assumed our 
human nature, because our brother, re- 
vealed Thee to us as our Father and taught 
us to pray, Our Father, who art in heaven. 
For His sake draw us ever closer to Thee 
with the cords of Thine everlasting love. 
Amen. 


February 5, Sunday—Vindicated by Je- 
hovah. Isaiah 50:1-9. 


“Tf God be for us, who shall be against 
us?’? His God and Father upheld Jesus 
in all His trials. The wicked and perverse 
generation harried Him with their tempt- 
ing questions, they dug pitfalls for Him, 
but because God was with Him He always. 
came out victorious. When after the buffet- 
ings, the mockery and the cross, which He 
bore so meekly, He seemed to have suffered 
defeat, He proved Himself more than con- 
queror in the end. ‘‘Having spoiled prin- 
cipalities and powers, He made a show of 
them openly, triumphing over them.’” 
(Col. 2:15.) Now we, His humble follow- 
ers, can glory in His might and share His 
triumph. 

Prayer: We praise Thee, O God, that 
Thou didst uphold Jesus, our Lord, in al? 
His trials and sufferings, and didst by Him 
complete the great work of our redemption. 
Unstable and weak as we are, we cling to 
Thee. In all humility and meekness we 
would take up our cross and follow Him 
who for our sakes so meekly endured sueh 
contradiction of sinners. On this Thy holy 
day of rest let Thy peace which passeth 
understanding fill and gladden our hearts. 
Amen. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees was held at the Home on January 
9, A review of the work of the past year 


was presented by the Superintendent. The 
family fared well in various ways. There 
were no losses by death. The current ex- 
penses were met, though the cash balance 
in the current fund is not very large. The 
friends of the Home will, therefore, have 


to contiuue their support so the work pie? 
go on satisfactorily. : 
Four legacies and one annuity fund wi 
added to the Endowment Fund during 
past year. The Endowment Fund was 
increased by $3,375.01. The total ree 
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including the Endowment were $24,928.50. 

We are rapidly approaching the time 
when the campaign for a building and 
general improvement fund will be inaugu- 
rated. This campaign has already been 
approved by the Eastern Synod last fall 
and it now awaits action by the Classes 
this spring. Just as soon as General Execu- 
tive Committee and the Classes will have 
approved this program the work of the 
campaign will begin. 

When the needed funds will have been 
secured and another building erected at 


the Home the Synod will really begin to 
function effectively in the work of pro- 
viding for its aged folks. Until this time 
arrives, the Synod as such will not be able 
to bring any substantial relief to her needy 
folks. 

This undertaking should be viewed as a 
most pleasant one. We are abundantly 
able financially to meet this need. With 
our hearts full of sympathy for the home- 
less, we surely all want to have a ecredit- 
able share in this work. With this atti- 
tude success will be ours. 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Septuagesima Sunday, February 19, 1928. 


Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed 
Mark 3:19-35; 6:1-6. 


Golden Text: He came unto His own, 
and they that were His own received Him 
not. But as many as received Him to them 
He gave the right to become children of 
God, even to them that believe on His 
name. John 1:11, 12. 

Lesson Outline. I. 
Ignorance. 3. Iniquity. 

We are spending a half year with Jesus. 
Our lessons are a study of His incompar- 
able life, as portrayed in the Gospel of 
Mark. Such a course offers a splendid op- 
portunity, but it also harbors a tragic 
possibility. It is bound to affect the char- 
acter of every student for weal or woe. 
Being confronted with goodness in its most 
perfect and attractive form, he must either 
surrender his heart to the spell of Jesus 
or harden it against Him. There was never 
a time when the world had a greater need 
of Jesus as teacher and saviour. And our 
present studies shall give us a deeper in- 
sight into the meaning of His gospel and 
a finer loyalty to His cause. 

But our new lesson suggests the opposite 
possibility. It reminds us that most of 
those who knew Him in the flesh failed 
utterly to apprehend or appreciate His 
greatness. He met with indifference. He 
faced misunderstanding. He was _ con- 
fronted with malignant opposition. Simi- 
lar things are true today. Jesus is still set 
in our midst ‘‘for the rising and falling 
of many.’’? Somehow, in His presence the 
best and the worst in men is revealed. 
The core of character is laid bare, whether 
in a Judas or in a John. He separates men 
into those that are for Him and into those 
that are against Him. 

Jesus encountered opposition almost 
from the beginning of His public career 
(John 2:18). The cleansing of the defiled 
temple inflamed the hatred of the officials 
to such an extent that Nicodemus, one of 
their number, was afraid to visit the Mas- 
ter openly (John 3:11). The common peo- 
ple, on the other hand, came to His early 
ministry in large numbers and with out- 
spoken approval (John 2:23). ; 

And as we follow Jesus into His early 
Galilean ministry, it becomes apparent that 
this official hostility and popular enthusi- 
asm developed in parallel lines until both 
reached their climax. It was inevitable, 
perhaps, that Jesus’ words and works 
should call foith both opposition and ap- 
proval. That is the universal fate of pro- 
phets. The Master’s experience differs 
from that of lesser prophets only in that 
He tasted to the dregs the bitterness of 
hatred and knew to the utmost the sweet- 
ness of love. ; 

Our present lesson deals only with the 
dark side of our Lord’s experience. We 


Indifference. 2. 


reeall that our previous study dealt with 
the secret of His growing fame and popu- 
larity. But here we see the length and 
depth to which human opposition to divine 
truth can go. Our lesson culminates in a 
solemn warning against the sin against the 
Holy Spirit (3:28-30). Yet it is evident 
that the opposition to Jesus related in our 
lesson passages is not all of one kind. Some 
of it was sheer malice (3:22), but some, it 
would seem, was rooted in ignorance or 
misunderstanding (3:21; 6:3). 

It would be a truly fruitful study of this 
lesson to ask what are the causes of men’s 
opposition to Jesus in our modern world. 
To say that sin is the cause may be true, 
but it is not very illuminating. Let us 
try to analyze this comprehensive ‘‘sin’’ 
into some of its major aspects. 

I. Indifference. According to Jesus 
Himself there can be no neutrality in His 
eause. Hither a man is His friend or His 
foe. But the great majority of men in His 
day were neither for nor against Him. 
The Gentiles and multitudes of the Jews 
were simply indifferent to Christ. They 
went about their work and play as though 
there were no Christ among them preach- 
ing the glad tidings of salvation and sum- 
moning men into the kingdom of God. 
Doubtless rumors of His ministry reached 
them. They had occasional glimpses of 
the Saviour. Fragments of His sayings 
and sermons drifted into their busy lives. 
But Jesus never gripped them. They left 
no one and nothing to follow after Him. 
They took up no cross to become His dis- 
ciples. 

Certainly, there is much of that kind of 
opposition to Christ today. There is un- 
belief and malignant wickedness. But the 
most subtle and widespread opposition to 
Christ is indifference to Him and to His 
cause. It is subtle because it deceives 
men. Multitudes of lukewarm and indif- 


erent men are not conscious’ that 
their life is hostile to Christ and 
His cause. They are neither blatant skep- 


tics nor bold sinners, and therefore, they 
regard themselves as being on the Lord’s 
side. But neither are they bold confessors 
and militant saints, and, therefore, they 
count for nothing in the strife against sin 
and in the establishment of God’s king- 
dom. 

Indifference is also the most prevalent 
form of opposition to Christ because it is 
found, not merely in the world, but even 
in the Church. Indeed, is not this the be- 
setting and prevailing sin of Church mem- 
bers? They do not deny Christ. They do 
not disbelieve in Him. They do not boldly 
disregard His principles and precepts. But 
they are indifferent. Religion is not the 
supreme interest of their life. They do 
not seek the kingdom of God first. Gradu- 
ally the affairs of this world, business and 
pleasure, crowd God and the things of God 
to the circumference of life. And directly 
they are pushed over the edge into noth- 
ingness. For that is the end and outcome 
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of indifference. 
death of religion. 

II. Ignorance. That, also, is one of the 
causes of opposition to Jesus. Men mis- 
understand Him, and, therefore, they op- 
pose Him. That, apparently, led His 
friends to say, ‘‘He is beside Himself.’’ 
And, later, it made others doubt His mes- 
sage and ministry because He was known 
as ‘‘the carpenter, the son of Mary’? (3: 
21; 6:3). 

That same cause is at work today lead- 
ing men into separation and alienation 
from the Church, and into opposition to 
Christ. Nor is the Church itself without 
blame for the ignorance and misunder- 
standing of men concerning the Christian 
religion. The Church has been far too slow 
in proclaiming the glad tidings to the ends 
of the earth. Hers, in large measure, is 
the guilt and the shame for the vast multi- 
tudes of men that still live in total ignor- 
ance of Christ. 

But even in Christendom, so-called, we 
meet an ignorance of Christ and a misun- 
derstanding of His cause and purpose that 
are surprising and appalling. Not infre- 
quently one meets young men who by 
every token and criterion ought to be loyal 
followers of Jesus, but they do not belong 
to His Church. Somehow they feel that 
there is no place for them within organ- 
ized Christianity. Why should this be 
true? Why should men of deep social in- 
sight and fine social passion feel that there 
is no sympathy and support for their noble 
ambition within the Church of Christ? 
Why should men of culture be kept out of 
Church by an imaginary conflict and con- 
tradiction between science and religion, be- 
tween philosophy and faith? 

There is, thus, a far-flung opposition to 
Christ that rests, ultimately, on ignorance 
and misunderstanding. Much of it, cer- 
tainly, is not irremediable. It may harden 
into open hostility. But it may also be 
changed into appreciation and _ loyalty. 
Such opponents may be won by giving 
them a better acquaintance with Christ 
and His cause. We read that in the pres- 
ence of such unbelief, Christ ‘‘could do 
no mighty work.’’ ‘‘He marveled because 
of this unbelief. And He went round about 
the villages teaching’’ (6:5, 6). That is 
what we must do to overcome an unbelief 
that is paralysing our work. We must 
strengthen and enlarge our teaching min- 
istry. 

III. Iniquity. There is, however, a form 
of opposition to Christ that is due, neither 
to indifference nor to ignorance, but to 
iniquity. We meet it in our lesson (3:22), 
and we find it today. The scribes were 
guilty of malignant unbelief when they 
said of Jesus, ‘‘He hath Beelzebub.’’ 

These religious leaders should have been 
the first to recognize Christ as a teacher 
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and saviour sent of God. But they hated 
Him because His revolutionary life and 
teaching destroyed their power and pres- 
tige and profits. In the many controver- 
sies caused by their malicious opposition 
and persecution our Lord manifested both 
His logic and His love. Invariably He 
eonfonded His erities by His mastery of 
the Seriptures and with His commonsense. 
Invariably, also, He was not content with 
scoring a vietory in argument. He sought 
to win them by their love. 

So in our lesson. How cleverly and 
severely Christ dealt with their insolent 
slander that He cast out demons by the 
prince of demons. He showed them the 
absurdity of their accusation, which as- 
sumed that Satan would destroy his own 
kingdom (3:23-27). And how solemnly He 
warned His critics that persistence in their 
maglignant unbelief would result in the sin 
against the Holy Spirit (3:28-30). 


There is no mystery whatsoever about 
this unpardonable sin. More than one 
sensitive, conscientious soul has been 


driven to the verge of madness by the fear 
of having committed this crowning blas- 
phemy. The best way to avoid such mor- 
pid delusions is to remember that our Lord 
identified the sin against the Holy Spirit 
with the malignant unbelief of the scribes 
and Pharisees (Matthew 12:31). Such un- 
belief arises from a heart that is fixed upon 
evil, and it results in spiritual death. The 
sin against the Holy Spirit is not doubt 
or denial, nor any specifie act of sin. All 
these may be forgiven. It is hatred of 
light and love of darkness. It is the peril 
of all who trifle with their conscience and 
who sin, consciously and continuously, 
against the light. That sin cannot be for- 
given because it never asks God for for- 
giveness. And that kind of opposition to 
Jesus exists in every age. It is the hardest 
to overcome. Its only cure is repentance 
and faith. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


February 5th—‘‘What Are the Values of 
Young People’s Societies?’’ 
Rom. 12:3-11. 

The topics for the month of February 
are intended to have a definite social-prob- 
lem emphasis, It is significant that Chris- 
tian Endeavor Day and the values of 
Young People’s Society should have first 
consideration, for this day marks the an- 
niversary of the organization which has 
meant so much for the social and moral 
and religious life of our young people. 
Now, there are some folks who find noth- 
ing of value in organizations for the young 
people. They have never organized their 
young people and have done little to de- 
velop their spiritual life. Others may have 
had flourishing Young People’s Societies 
in the past, but have long since discon- 
tinued the same, largely because of lack of 
interest or because they fail to see why 
young people should be so different from 
the rank and file of Church members that 
a special organization needs to be main- 
tained for them. But the fact that the 
Christian Endeavor Society has persisted 
through these many years covering a gen- 
eration or more, indicates that there is 
some real value here. There are hundreds 
of thousands of young people banded to- 
gether in these organizations and these 
young folks are not all foolish and mis- 
taken. They have derived good out of the 
same, and the fact that some see no good in 
the Societies may not be the fault of the 
Societies at all. The fact that one cannot 
see any beauty in a glorious sunset does 
not prove that there is no beauty there 
for those who can see. So there are thou- 
sands of young people and others who see 
great value in these organizations for 
young people. 


1, A social value. Much of our religious 
life is a matter of fellowship. The early 
Church was a fellowship, but many Church 
members scarcely know each other even in 
the same congregation. We cannot work 
together until we know each other. Any- 
thing that stimulates Christian fellowship 
is wholesome and helpful in our Chureh 
life. The great modern word in many 
spheres of life is, together. We can do so 
much more by working together. ‘‘One 
loving soul sets another on fire.’?’ Now 
the Young People’s Societies bring folks 
together. They bring the young people of 
the local congregation together. They 
come to know each other; lasting friend- 
ships have been formed. The young peo- 
ple of a community or city are brought to- 
gether; and this fellowship reaches out 
over the nations and becomes international, 
so that young folks all over the world 
come together, come to know each other 
and form a fellowship which is as beauti- 
ful as it is significant. 


2. An inspirational value. We constant- 
ly need the inspiration of others who are 
engaged in a similar enterprise. Folks are 
apt to run dry if left to themselves. We 
need inspiration from without. There is 
always the danger of seeking low levels, 
low values, low aims and ideals. Then life 
becomes a dead, dull thing. Then our re- 
ligious duties become weights instead of 
wings, a load instead of a lift. How to 
escape the snare of the commonplace, the 
ordinary, the sagging of the spirit is a very 
serious question. Now, we can maintain 
high altitudes much better if we can feel 
that others are on the heights with us. 


3. Amoral value. The mere fact that young 
people have banded themselves together for 
Bible reading, for prayer, for Chureh at- 
tendance, for Christian citizenship and 
other high ideals of life is of tremendous 
value. These are the very things so many 
young people neglect; therefore, if we can 
create and cultivate in them habits of 
devotional life we are doing something of 
inestimable value. We often speak of 
habit as if it were a bad thing, but habit 
may be a ve1y good thing. If we form 
right habits in the young during the most 
impressionable period of life we are mak- 
ing it easier for them to do right and 
harder to do wrong as the years come and 
go. 


4, <A spiritual value. The Young Peo- 
ple’s Societies have directed the minds of 
fhe young to the Chureh. They are faced 
in the right dizection. ‘‘They shall return 
to Zion with their faces turned thither- 
ward.’’ This matter of attitude is of very 
reat significance. We are so much stress- 
ing acts in our Church program today, but 
the matter of attitude matters quite as 
much. These Young People’s Societies 
have produced great leaders in Church and 
State. In many cases it will be found that 
Chureh leaders today received their first 
impetus and training in some Christian 
Endeavor Society or some other organiza- 
tion for the young. These Societies are 
likewise the harbingers of a real practical 
Church union. The divided forees of Chris- 
tendom will never unite on faith or order, 
on ereed or government. These things 
have kept denominations apart for centu- 
ries. A more practical basis of union is 
that of life and work, of similarity of 
spirit and service. So Christian Endeavor 
has reached out over denominational, ere- 
dal and doctrinal lines and has brought to- 
gether young folks of every tongue and 
tribe, of every kindred and race into one 
great body of Christian fellowship and ser- 
vice. 


The possibilities of these organizations 
have not yet been reached. There are vast 
resources which are lying latent. They 
constitute the most valuable asset in the 
Chureh. Their members form the Church 
of the immediate future; from them must 
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come the ministers, elders, deacons and 
leaders. Young people possess abounding 
life, buoyancy, adventure, faith, courage. 
These are treasures beyond compare. Let — 
the young people pour the richness, the | 
wealth, the fulness of their lives into the 
organization that was created in their be- 
half more than a generation ago, and re- 
veal to the world the great social, inspira- 
tional, moral and spiritual values which 
are treasured here. 


FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL COL- — 
LEGE NOTES ‘ 


The recent death of Dr, A. V. Hiester, 
a member of the faculty of Franklin and 
Marshall College for 35 years, for most 
of which period he was Professor of Politi- 
cal Science, has been a great loss to the 
college. 
year by Dr. T. K. Urdahl, formerly of the 
faculty of the University of Wisconsin, 
which he is an alumnus, later of Swa 
more, and more recently of the 8. S. Rh 
dam, Floating University. 

At its recent meeting, the Boar 
Trustees made Dr. R. C. Schiedt p: 
emeritus of biology, at a stated 
This fact is reeeived with much a 
tion by the alumni, who appre 
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Schiedt’s great service to the institution 
for 32 years, his development of scientific 
study, his work in erecting the Science 
Building, and his deep personal interest in 
the students. He has not been in good 
health lately, but is, we are glad to say, 
somewhat improved now. 

Dr. John M. Moore, Secretary of the 
Federal Council of the Churches, New York 
City, was the preacher in college chapel 
Sunday Jan. 15, as one of a series of out- 
of-town clergymen to be heard from time 
to time during the year. Dr. A. R. Petty, 
pastor of the Baptist Temple, Philadelphia, 
spoke at a Sunday afternoon meeting held 
in Hensel Hall in November. 

Members of the Phi Upsilon Kappa, the 
life-service fraternity, heard Dr. A. T. 
Robertson, of the Southern Baptist Theo- 
logical Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, 
when he was in Lancaster last month, 
speaking at St. Paul’s Church. 

Six students represented Franklin and 
Marshall at the Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. 
A. Student Conference for Eastern Penn- 
sylvania, at Dickinson, December 2-4. 

The wrestling and basketball teams have 
begun their season, each with a victory— 
in wrestling, with Western Maryland by 
a score of 29-0, and in basketball with 
State Forestry School, by 35-19. 

Dr. H. H. Apple attended the annual 
meeting of the Association of American 
Colleges held in Atlantic City, January 
11-14. 

Students prepared diligently for the 
mid-year exams, which began January 18. 


THE SALARIES OF MINISTERS 


A theological seminary professor, ad- 
dressing 200 laymen, referred to the 
danger of commercializing the ministry. 
Among other things he said: ‘‘You must 
not think that raising the preacher’s sal- 
aries will give you better preachers or 
better preaching.’’ He repeated the state- 
ment, and I asked a minister, who knew 
him, whether he was joking or in earnest. 
He replied, ‘‘ He is in earnest.’’ 


The statement is so unreasonable, so un- 
fair to the preacher, so untrue to facts, so 
false to experience, that we protest. Ask 
any preacher. He will say, ‘‘I am a bet- 
ter preacher and can do better work on a 
salary of $3,000 than I could possibly do 
on a salary of $700. I can equip myself 
for my work, I can increase my library, 
become familiar with methods of work, 
get in touch with leaders of religious 
thought and life, who are an inspiration 
and help to me. A better salary means a 
better preacher and better preaching.’’? A 
thousand ministers will testify to this 
fact. 

‘*Golden Rule’’ Nash paid better wages 
and in return received more and better 
work. Henry Ford, U. S. Steel, many 
great employers of labor, testify to this 
fact. We pay better salaries to our teach- 
ers, and have better teachers and better 
schools. 


Another seminary professor said, ‘‘If a 
young minister is thoroughly consecrated, 
he will never think of his salary.’? We 
suggested that he get his young ministers 
a little more consecrated and they will not 
think of paying their debts. (There are, 
also, a few of that sort now.) 


The minister faces an economic system. 
His dollar does not go any farther than 
any other man’s dollar. The most hope- 
ful sign in our Reformed Church today is 
the fact that so many congregations are 
increasing their pastor’s salary. The semi- 
nary professor who said that increasing 
ministers’ salaries will not give us better 
preachers or better preaching is not in the 
Reformed Church. He belongs rather to 
the Middle Ages when men believed that 
there was some connection between piety 
and poverty. Our Reformed people know 
better and we are making better provision 
for our ministers. Let us complete our 
Sustentation Fund for the protection of 
our aged and disabled ministers, and the 
Church will be the better for it. 


—J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


News of the Week 


Mrs. H. W. Elson 


The death rate for 1926 in 28 States, all 
causes, was 12.1 per cent 1,000 population. 
This is slightly higher than the rate for 
1925, 11.7. The birth rate decreased from 
21.1 births per 1,000 population during 
1925, to 20.1 in 1926. 

Johns Hopkins University medical sci- 
entists, with the aid of a fund of $195,000 
provided by the Chemical Foundation, will 
make an exhaustive study of ‘‘the origin, 
nature and possible cure of the common 
cold.’’ The gift was made to the School 
of Hygiene and Public Health, which has 
already made some investigations of the 
causes of colds. The fund is to be known 
as ‘‘The John J. Abel Fund for Research 
on the Common Cold,’’ in honor of Pro- 
fessor of Pharmacology of the Johns Hop- 
kins School of Medicine. 

President Rodolfo Chiari, of Panama, 
took his first air ride with Colonel Lind- 
berg as pilot during the latter’s visit on 
the Isthmus. 

Colonel Lindbergh has declined the gift 
of a fund collected for him in Sweden by 
‘¢Svensha Dagbladet,’’ Stockholm daily 
newspaper. He has suggested that the 
money be used as a fund for worthy Swed- 
ish airmen. 

The gift of $1,000,000 made by George 
Eastman, head of the Eastman Kodak Com- 
pany, of Rochester, N. Y., to the Royal 


Free Hospital, in London, has been trans- 
ferred to the hospital trustees. 

Egypt is threatened with a serious in- 
vasion of locusts, which the government 
is taking active measures to combat with 
planes and poison gas. 

The two longest direct telephone circuits 
in the world were formally opened for 
commercial use Jan. 11, when L. R. East- 
man, President of the Merchants’ Associa- 
tion of New York City, exchanged tele- 
phone greetings with George L. Eastman, 
newly elected President of the Los Ange- 
les Chamber of Commerce. 

Premier de Rivera, the Spanish Premier, 
has announced that Spain ‘will return all 
relies and trophies of the Cuban War of 
Independence found in the Spanish muse- 
ums. Spain desires to efface any remem- 
brances which might be susceptible of 
hindering the present excellent relations 
between the two countries. 

Thomas Hardy, Dean of English Litera- 
ture, died at his home in Dorchester, Eng- 
land, Jan. 11, at the age of 87. The coun- 
tryside made famous in novels and poems 
was the place of his birth and death. His 
ashes were placed in Westminster Abbey. 

A daily schedule of 24,500 miles of flying 
by air transport lines in the United States 
will be achieved by June 30, according to 
a statement made to President Coolidge by 
Colonel Paul Henderson, of the National 
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Air Transport of Chicago, and President 
of the Aeronautical Chamber of Commerce 
of America. 

The huge fire pit of Kilauea (Hawaiian 
Islands), the world’s largest active vol- 
cano, has become active again. 

Traditional royal pomp and splendor sur- 
rounded the opening of the Swedish Parlia- 
ment Jan. 11, for which King Gustav’s 
speech from the throne was written by the 
People’s Party Premier, Carl Ekman, who 
was once a blacksmith. The address said 
that Sweden was on friendly terms with 
all nations. 

Unemployment of Jewish labor is now 
the chief worry of the Palestine Govern- 
ment, according to a report from Jerusa- 
lem. More than 5,000 workers, mostly at 
Tel Aviv, near Jaffa, are idle and living 
on a weekly dole from the Zionist Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Amendments to the Mexican oil law, 
which in its original form caused friction 
with the United States Government and 
American oil companies, became effective 
Jan. 11. Unofficial interpretation is that 
the amendments remove retroactive and 
allegedly confiscatory features of the 
oil law. 

The Beach Casino at Asbury Park was 
destroyed by fire Jan. 12. The loss is es- 
timated at $320,000. It is the second 
municipal building within the year to be 
burned, 

Houston, Texas, has been chosen for the 
next Democratic Convention at the Jack- 
son Day dinner of the Democratic Party 
held in Washington Jan. 12. The Con- 
vention will open June 26, 

Radio television to home receivers has 
been shown recently in tests at Schenee- 
tady, N. Y., by the General Electric Com- 
pany. The new device recorded every move 
and remark of the broadcaster. The mov- 
ing picture was sent through the air like 
the voice which accompanied it. This was 
the first demonstration of television by 
broadeasting and gave the first absolute 
proof of the possibility of connecting 
homes throughout the world by sight as 
they have already been connected by voice. 
It is said that the device will be ready 
for the public in five years. 

Announcement has been made that Cyrus 
H. K. Curtis, publisher, has accepted the 
preisdency of the Benjamin Franklin 
Memorial Committee to raise funds for 
the erection of a memorial to the great 
American costing more than $10,000,000. 
It will be erected in Philadelphia on one 
of the city-owned sites on the Parkway. 
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Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Fa. 


This is the oldest of the educatioual institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) [astern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 


Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS NEEDED 

Endowments of from $1,000 to $5,000 
or more, establishing perpetual scholar- 
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Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 
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Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, 1.1.D, President 


The United States made a record for 
health in 1927. There was a saving of 65,- 
000 lives shown by comparison with the 
statistics for 1926. The estimates were 
based on reports of 52 insurance compan- 
ies. Industrial deaths dropped during the 
past year. Automobile accidents increased. 
Cancer cases and suicides were more num- 
erous. There was less mortality from chil- 
dren’s diseases. 

The blanket ban against the flotation of 
French industrial securities in this coun- 
try, which has been in force for more than 
three years as a result of the failure of 
France to fund her wartime indebtedness 
to the United States, has been lifted by 
the State Department. It is understood 
that the step was taken as an ‘‘earnest in- 
dication of America’s fiiendship for 
France.’? 

Major Louis N. Bourne, of Ashefield, 
N. C., successfully completed the first non- 
stop flight from the United States to 
Nicaragua Jan. 14, when he brought down 
a big Fokker transport plane in a perfect 
landing on the Marine Aviation Field near 
Managua. 

Soil from George Washington’s estate at 
Mount Vernon has been sent to Havana 
to be mixed with soil from 20 Latin-Ameri- 
can nations to give root hold to a ceiba- 
ivee, one of the kind under which Columbus 
is said to have prayed when he first landed 
on American soil. It was planted with 
appropriate ceremonies, participated in by 
President Coolidge, the President of Cuba 
and heads of delegations to the Sixth Pan- 
American Conference. 

The third national conference of the 
Anti-war Congiess opened in Washington 
Jan. 15. This Congress is sponsored by 
nine national organizations of women. 
Dwight F. Davis, Secretary of War, made 
the opening address. 

National prohibition, with a total cost 
for enforcement of more than $170,000,000 
to the Federal Treasury alone, had its 8th 
anniversay Jan. 14. The Volstead law went 
into foree Jan. 16, 1920. 

John D. Rockefeller recently gave $2,- 
000,000 for the building of a museum in 
Jerusalem. Under the direction of Dr. W. 
F. Albright, Director of the American 
School of Oriental Research, some prelimi- 
nary excavations have just been closed at 
Beitin, the site of ancient Bethel. f 

Frederic Arthur Bridgeman, dean of 
American painters in Europe, died Jan. 16 
in Rouen, France, at the age of 80. Besides 
being a painter he was a poet, a composer 
and an accomplished violinist. 


‘“‘EXPANDING HORI- 
ZONS’’ 


By Dr. Cornelius Woelfkin 


(It seems especially appropriate to read 
these observations of a great American 
preacher who has just entered into rest.) 


It was at a breakfast table in New York 
City, where two friends met; the one a 
minister in the city, the other the head of 
an academic institution visiting the city 
to arrange for its further care. In the in- 
timacy of their friendship thé one confided 
to the other that, as the result of medical 
consultations, he was informed of the pres- 
ence of, a disease which checked off with 
fatal certainty the limit of his mortal days. 
After a pause in which they both looked 
toward the shadow on the horizon, his 
friend said to him, ‘‘Tell me, what does it 
seem like when a man looks straight into 
his own grave?’’ He said: ‘‘I cannot 
exactly say. You see I have been an ex- 
tremely busy man and have had no time to 
indulge the imagination with speculations 
concerning things beyond the boundary. It 
has pleased God to keep me so steadily 
plodding at my task shuffling my feet in 
the dust of duty, that I have had no oppor- 
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tunity to look up much and guess what 


might lie further on. I have a good con- 
science that I have done with my might 
the work that lay next me, and having 
eared for God’s work as best I could in 
these earthly days, I can trust Him that He 
will care for me in whatever lies behind 
the veil.’ 

Here was no eestatic vision, no illusion 
or dream, but a confident trust in a faith- 
ful God who inhabits eternity and would 
keep the tryst on the border line between 
time and eternity. 

am 


It was around the dinner table, and 
about a dozen guests were celebrating a 
birthday. I can still see the grace-lit, be- 
nign countenance of the guest of honor. 
His countenance was still ruddy with the 
autumn glow of a life-time of valiant ser- 
vice, and his silvered hair had been frosted 
by eighty-six winters. His was a person- 
ality through which the surpassing peace 
was transfigured, and his speech or silence 
radiated an atmosphere of good cheer. 

As I bade him good-night, I ventured to 
say, ‘‘I hope we will meet again a year 
hence and celebrate eighty-seven under 
like happy auspices.’’ He smiled and an- 
swered, ‘‘At my time of life a thoughtful 
man is apt to speak with some reserve 
about another year.’’ 

Since we were standing alone and out 
of earshot from the group, I risked an in- 
teresting question, ‘‘Doctor, normally you 
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are nearer that mysterious border line 
than Iam. Actually I may be summoned 
to cross it in advance of you. But all 
things considered you will reach it first. 
Having served in the Gospel ministry more 
than half a century, may I ask, How does 
that next world seem to you from your 
place in the perspective of life?’’?’ He was 
deliberate in his answer and quietly re- 
plied, ‘‘I have naturally been thinking 
much of that during recent years. I have 
stood in the shadow of be:eavement many 
times and sought to comfort sorrowing 
hearts, and now in my declining day I can 
say, I am not half so sure what the future 
life is as I was forty years ago. But I 
am twice as sure that it is.’? The empha- 
sis had shifted from what to that, and 
there his faith rested on the ‘‘Rock of 
Ages.’’ 
JOU 


It was in a mother’s bedroom. The doc- 
tors and surgeons had done their best to 
catch up the rents and ravels which had 
worn down the mortal garment. The four- 
score mile-post had been far past, and the 
tide of life was on the ebb. Knowing that 
at any time the spirit might set sail on 
that tide for an eternal port, I one day 
took her well-worn Bible and read in the 
German tongue—the language of her child- 
hood—the twenty-fi:st chapter of the book 
of Revelation. When I finished, I saw she 
was gazing out of the window with a wist- 
ful look. Thinking that her fancy had 
eaught sight of the minarets of the city 
whose walls, foundations, gates and 
streets flashed under the splintered light 
that shone brighter than the sun, I asked, 
““Mother, what do you think of that?’’ 
A smile broke on the face where wrinkles 
were lines of beauty as she shook her head 
and said, ‘‘O, it is nothing like that.’’ I 
inquired, ‘‘Mother, just what do you 
mean?’’ I had learned to revere the utter- 
ances of one who always spoke out of the 
assurance of a long, deep and vital ex- 
perience. I waited with interest her an- 
swer. ‘‘You know that world is spiritual, 
and we are physical. There are no cognates 
that can translate the one into the other. 
We are so material in our comp:ehensions 
that the best that could be done was to 
take the most beautiful and precious 
things of the physical and compose them 
into a picture. But faith looks not at the 
things seen, but through them at the un- 
seen. So it is nothing lke gold, glass, 
pearls, or precious stones. It is far, far 
better than all that.’’ Here was a saint 
with soullight; one who had a double hori- 
zon. For her a light shone through the 
eypress trees, and dawn of day across the 
glorious symbols played. She had learned 
the divine art of reading all holy writ, not 
with physical sight, but with spiritual un- 
derstanding, and her constant verdict was, 
‘¢Par better.’ 

IV 


It was in an academic procession, and 
my place chanced to be with the orator of 
the occasion. He was a noted chemist and 
was celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of 
his being graduated from the university. 
The procession halted—as such processions 
sometimes will—and I noticed a lad of 
some thirteen years of age, looking at his 
long line of students, faculty men, honor 
men, and council, all robed in their respec- 
tive regalia of academic attainments. I 
said to my companion: ‘‘Doctor, you have 
seen miraculous discoveries in your science 
during the last half century. How would 
you like to be that boy’s age and go on 
with the next two generations and wit- 
ness what strides chemical science will 
make in the next half century?’’ The pro- 
cession moved on fifty years and again 
came to a stop. Then he answered, ‘‘No, 
I think not.’’ That interested me, and I 


said, ‘‘Why not?’’ ‘‘Well,’’ he replied, 
‘for several reasons. First, I am a be- 
lever in evolution, I cannot think that 
life has made the many long grades from 
the simplest forms to our complex being 
without having some goal. Certainly we 
have not reached that goal here, but we 
are hoping and longing to find it some- 
where. Now, if nature, or God, or what- 
ever power it is, has brought me from the 
deep, dark ooze of the seas through the 
long, painful centuries of developing life, 
until it achieves a consciousness in me that 
can conceive immortality, dream of it, 
hope for it, labor for it, and then fling 
me away in the corruption of the grave, 
then nature has overreached itself and 
failed at the climax of its achievement, 
and that has not been its history hitherto. 
Moreover, I am a Christian man, and my 
faith extends beyond the border in the 
ssurance that every honest longing of my 
soul for character, consciousness, and 
achievement shall find realization. There- 
fore, I watch the sands of life run low 
without regret. I am standing before the 
veil and waiting a summons. When it 
comes I will greet it with a cheer. I am 
satisfied that yon laddie shall plod his day 
on the low level and see the unsuspected 
marvels yet unborn, while I strike the 
higher level in a world of pure spirit. I 
am just as eager to make that venture as 
I have joyfully lived my mortal eareer.’’ 
A venture—yes, that is it. The Romance 
of Immortality. 
VG 

It was on a bench at the golf course. 
The game was over, and the professional 
who had made up our foresome had gone. 
We three remained. One was a professor 
of natural sciences in a foreign university. 
His training had been in biology, for which 
he had been fitted by heredity, aptitude, 
and discipline. The other friend was a 
noted preacher, who at that time was a 
member chosen from the non-conformist 
ministry in two and a half centuries. I 
said to our friend, the biologist, ‘‘ Has your 
conscience anything to say for immortal- 
ity??? ‘*Not a word. Not a word. The 
most that I can discover are imitations, 
but no clear word that might have even 
the reflection of a revelation.’’? Then, 
after a moment’s silence, he went on. ‘‘I 
have a feeling that, until a man espouses 
either a cause or an individual for which 
he is perfectly willing to jeopardize life 
and would count it an honor to die, he does 
not come in sight of immortality.’’ 


Immediately my parlimentary friend 
answered: ‘‘I feel that you are right. I 
have long thought that when Paul wrote 
that first letter to the Corinthians he was 
semi-sarcastic in answering some ques- 
tions about immortality. That Church was 
schismatic, having main cleavages and sub- 
divisions. Among theme was a dilettante 
group who would rise at ten, breakfast at 
eleven, bathe at four, sleep at five, and in 
the drawing rooms at night discuss the 
problems of religion in academie fashion. 
And from this group some one said, ‘Since 
you are writing Paul, just ask him how 
are the dead raised up, and with what body 
do the come?’ And when Paul came to 
that question he wrote: ‘How say some 
among you there is no resurrection of the 
dead? What can you know about it dis- 
cussing this mystery over the wine cups? 
Get out on the fighting line. Put your 
problems into the crucible of experience, 
and you will learn the eralities of re- 
ligion.’? ?’ Then he added: ‘‘Paul had both 
a person and a cause for which he was 
daily jeopardizing life. He lived econ- 
stantly under the shadow of martyrdom, 
He knew that sometime the violence of the 
mob or headman’s ax would terminate his 
mortal years. Therefore he was in view 
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of immortality and eternal life.’’ 

Action is the field of clear vision. 
Academie discussion and controversy often 
cloud issues which active experience will 
illuminate. 


REV. WM. H. BRONG’S ANNIVERSARY 
(Continued from Page 2) 
Faith Reformed Church, Pen Argyl; Evan- 
gelical Reformed Church, Belfast, and 
Trinity Reformed Church, Wind Gap. Pipe 
organs were installed in three of the 
Churches and electric lights in all the 
Churches of the charge. Two young men 
were prepared for the Christian ministry: 
Rev. Harry E. Shephardson, New Provi- 
dence, and Rev. Alvin F. Deitz, Shamokin, 
Women’s Missionary Societies were organ- 
ized in three Churches of the charge. On 
the Ministerial Relief quota $861.09 has 
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already been raised and sent on to the 
Board. A parish paper has been published 
quarterly during the entire pastorate, and 
legacies ranging from $100 to $2,000 for 
two Churches in the charge, have also been 
received from four departed members. 


Woman’s Missionary Society News 


Miss Greta P. Hinkle, Editor, 
Room 416, Schaff Bldg. 


Race Relations Sunday, first observed in 
1923, through the active co-operation of 
the Home Mission Boards,.of Y. W. C. 
A.’s. Y. M. GC. A.’s, of thousands of loca! 
Churches and their auxiliariy societies and 
many social agencies, has become an event 
which is receiving ‘attention in all parts 
of the nation. The date for the next an- 
nual observance is February 12, 1928. A 
leaflet containing ‘‘A Call to Penitence 
and Prayer,’’ as well as topics, references 
and suggestions has been prepared and 
published by the Commission on the Church 
and Race Relations and may be secured by 
writing to the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, 105 E, 22nd 
St., New York City, 5¢ per copy, $3.50 per 
100. 


‘So early in the morning’’—that was 
the time the girls of the Guild of First 
Church, Salisbury, N. C., went caroling on 
Christmas. Mrs. H. L. Misenheimer, their 
counselor, accompanied them. 


Mrs. Paul D. Yoder, of the Jefferson 
Charge, Gettysburg Classis, reports that 
eleven and one-half dozen Prayer Calen- 
dars were sold. She adds: ‘‘They never 
have been so beautiful.’’ 


Miss Alice I. Good, of Waynesboro, when 
ordering Thank-Offering boxes for each 
child in the Mission Band, said that here- 
tofore there had been only one box for the 
entire group, but the children insisted on 
having individual boxes. She and her help- 
ers are eagar to see the results of this 
change. Miss Good says that they have 
found ‘‘Everyland’’ not only entertaining, 
but very instructive and as a result of 
their reading, they are planning to join in 
the Mexican Good Will Project. 


The Christian Endeavor at Bethel Re- 
formed Community Center is happy again 
for, as usual, they won the banners at the 
South Branch Intermediate C. E. Rally. 
Fifty-eight Endeavorers were taken to the 
meeting in two cars. Mr. Kleinginna says: 
‘¢«The automobile is a great asset to Chris- 
tian work when rightly used.’’ On Janu- 
ary 10, the Central Committee held its 
monthly meeting in the Queen Esther room 
at the Center. In the absence of Mrs. Fill- 
man, who is in Florida, Mrs. Hartzell pre- 
sided. The committee is rejoicing with 
the superintendent and the workers be- 
cause of the progress which is being made 
along all lines. Mrs. Oelkers, a trained 
nurse, is giving her services to the mothers 
of the Center, instrueting them in right liv- 
ing. Miss Helen Tobias, a student in the 
Philadelphia School for Christian Workers, 
is doing splendid work with the children. 
Each Tuesday and Thursday afternoon, she 
has a kindergarten for little folks and on 
Sunday she has a class of junior girls in 
the Sunday School. She also does some 
calling in their homes, 


One of tlie interesting reports at the re- 
cent meeting of the Federation of 
Women’s Boards of Foreign Missions of 
North America showed that the gifts from 
the 1927 Day of Prayer were $5,125.61 for 
Christian Literature and the Union Chris- 
tian Colleges. In 1926 there were $4,309 
for the same objects. 


OBITUARY 


GEORGE FORWICK 

The passing of Elder George Forwick, 
of Columbus, Ohio, has removed from the 
Chureh life of our denomination one of its 
unique Churchmen. Mr. Forwick was born 
in Ibbenburen, Germany, Jan. 6, 1867. 
When but a mere lad of 14 years he came 
to America, making the long journey alone. 
He landed in Baltimore, where a clergy- 
man of the Reformed Church met him and 
assisted the youthful adventurer in locat- 
ing himself. Through this help he found 
his way to Cleveland, Ohio, where he made 
his home for ten years with an uncle, the 
Rev. Frederick Forwick. 

While in Cleveland he learned the trade 
of a book-binder. He was employed by 
the Central Publishing Co., and continued 
with them for a period of 10 years. His 
strict application, coupled with a keen in- 
sight and constant study, caused young 
Forwick to become a skilled expert in this 
field of activity. At the age of 24 he 
moved to Akron, Ohio, where he became 
identified with the Werner Co., as their 
book-binder. He also became an active 
worker in the First Church of that place. 
While living here he married Miss Eliza- 
beth Meier, who also belonged to the First 
Chureh, 

In 1912 Mr. Forwick accepted a position 
with the Lutheran Book Coneern, of Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, which position he held until 
the time of his death, which occurred on 
Christmas Day, 1927. While Mr. Forwick 
for a number of years had not been strong 
physically, having had four strokes, yet he 
was constantly active as a member of the 
Reformed Church. Upon coming to Co- 
lumbus he at once identified himself with 
Wilson Avenue Mission, to which he gave 
liberally of his energy, his means and his 
prayers. He served a number of terms: as 
an elder. He was a constant friend and 
advisor to his pastor, sacrificial and liberal 
of heart, with a staunch and sturdy faith 
in God and right, a skilled and learned 
eraftsman, ‘fa workman who needed not 
be ashamed.’?’ 

The funeral services were conducted 
from his late residence in Columbus, by 
his pastor, Rev. Clarence Woods. Services 
and interment were conducted in Akron, 
Ohio, by Dr. E. M. Beck, of Canton, and 
Rey. O. W. Haulman, of Akron. He is sur- 
vived by his wife and two daughters, Mrs. 
Melvin E. Beck, of Chicago, and Miss 
Marguerite Forwick, at home. —C. W. 


THE REV. JAMES 0. OSWALD 


Death on Dee. 17 ealled to his final re- 
ward Rey. James O. Oswald, Slatington, 
Pa., pastor of the Frieden’s Charge. Al- 
though the greatly beloved and esteemed 
pastor was ailing for the past two years, 
his death came rather suddenly and was 
a severe shock to his immediate family, 
his parishioners and the community where 
he labored faithfully for more than 17 
years. Rev. Mr. Oswald was_ stricken 
while performing a marriage ceremony, life 


having fled by the time he was carried up-- 


stairs. Rev. Mr. Oswald had returned from 
the Allentown Hospital only three weeks 
previous, where he had been confined since 
Sept. 14, suffering from the effects of a 
stroke and a fractured skull, this injury 
resulting from a fall to the sidewalk. 
Rev. Mr. Oswald was born on Novy. 6, 
1868, in Albany Township, Berks County, 
a son of Samuel Oswald, of Lancaster, Pa. 
At the age of 16 he began to teach school 
at Ecksville, Berks County. After teach- 
ing for 8 years he entered the Eastman 
Business College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y., 
graduating from the business department. 
In the fall of 1895 he entered Franklin and 


Marshall College, and prepared for the — 


ministry at the Lancaster Theological Sem- 
inary, graduating in 1902 with honors, havy- 
ing represented the Church History Depart- 
ment on the occasion of the commencement 
exercises. After his licensure, ordination 
and installation by Lehigh Classis, he 
served Zion’s Charge for three years. He 
was next called to the pastorate of the 
Great Swamp and Chestnut Hill Charge at 
Spinnerstown, Pa. in Goshenhoppen 
Classis, where he continued in the active 
discharge of his duties from October 18, 
1894, to March 1, 1910, when he began his 
pastorate in the Frieden’s Charge in Le- 
high Classis, where he continued his earn- 
est and successful labors until the time of 
his death. 


Rev. Mr. Oswald was married to Lettie 
N. Lutz, who survives him with one 
daughter, Velma, a student at West Ches- 
ter Teachers’ College. Two children pre- 
ceded him in death. 

Services at his late home, 852 Main 
Street, Slatington, were in charge of Rev. 
T. H. Bachman. Rev. Corson Snyder read 
the Scripture lesson, after which Rev. N. F. 
Peters, D. D., delivered an address. The 
service closed with a hymn read by Rev. 
O. P. Steckel. Most impressive were the 
services at Unionville Church, in charge of 
Rev. Robert M. Kern, pastor of St. An- 
drew Church, Allentown. The procession 
into the Church was led by the officiating , 
clergymen, followed by more than fifty 
other ministers of Lehigh and other Classes, 
and ministers of many faiths. Members of © 
the three consistories preceded the casket 
which was followed by the Oswald family 
and friends. Granville Werley presided 
at the organ. Hymns, all of which were 
read, were some of the favorites of Mr. 
Oswald. Rev. Edgar W. Hohler, President 
of Lehigh Classis, read a hymn followed by 
a responsive reading, led by Rev. John L. 
Guth. The 23rd and 121st Psalms were 
read in unison by the clergymen. Rev. 
Jacob H. Longacre, Rev. Mr. Oswald’s 
Lutheran colleague, offered prayer in Ger- 
man, Rey. Franklin H. Moyer, of the 
Phoebe Deaconess Home, read a hymn, 
after which Rev. Mr. Kern read the obitu- 
ary. Rev. Dr. George W. Richards, of the 
Lancaster Theological Seminary, delivered 
the sermon. Rev. T. H. Bachman conelud- 
ed the service by reading another hymn. ' 

Services at Jacksonville Church, at 
which place interment was made, were in 
charge of Revs. Clarence Rahn, pastor of 
the Jacksonville Church, T, H. Bachman F 
and R. M. Kern, who were the supplying ‘. 
pastors, during Rey. Mr. Oswald’s illness. 
Rev. Mr. Bachman opened the seryice, 
after which Rev. Mr. Rahn offered prayer. 
The committal hymn was read by Rey. Mr. — 
Kern, who also pronounced the benedic-— 
tion. (i 

Rev. Mr. Kern, in his sketch of the — 
obituary of Rev. Mr. Oswald, eulogized him _ 
in the following manner: ‘‘ For many years - 
Brother Oswald served very faithfully as 


Phoebe Home. He took great interest 
this institution as well as in the Betha 
Orphans* Home. He went out into the 
early and late, and personally gathered ° 
necessaries of life for the homeless, 
and dependent orphans. He was loyal an 
true to all the institutions and causes 
the Church. The Church’s burden was 
burden and became: the object of his pri 
ers. He was fluent and energetic in | 
pulpit, and always came with a 
from God, having himself lived with a 


memory will live long in the h 

minds of his ministerial brethret 

many devoted followers in th 

former parishes. Even in d 

not be divided.’’ 
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